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The Preface. 


S=HJT is a ſtrong preſumption that that Religion is falſe which 
& is 4pt to be made ule of for ſecular advantages, that theſe 
RS opinions bave ſomewhat of the 6 mar© ingredient in 
9 rhem , which are produced as the ground io juſtifie or aus 
& chorize praRtices, otherwiſe impious and infamous , Thare 
, =>, 1s ſo linke Commwnies or complyance Setwirt God end Be- 
——— ww lia that it is very hard even Ee Saran bimſelfe, tha grear 
mpure Arrific:r,to praſtirute or debauch any wruth of Gods, (which is really 
ſo) to that meane of vile ſubmiſſion of yeelding ic ſelf pliable of inftrulmen- 
oh ro any defign or imtereſtof his. He which can be corrupted or employed 
by an enemy is cicker nor {o honeſt or nx ſo clear, euher nor ſa faichfyll, or 
not ſo wary as might beexpeRed. This one confideratien wauld prejudge 2 
great partef ihe divinity of theſe unhappy times, which in a per fed conmraci- 
ety to the ng vs nt rcmns et mor rad. feats of the þi- 
118 Gal.s .is om purity, peaceableneſſe gent 8, w Þ 
ring.&c. that it is engaged to owne another exataGtion, dinct's pu 1/5 
creature, and progeny, whom in the lincamenss and fearies is {o viſibly rc 
ſembleth. Ameng the many ſeverals of this kind 1 have long conceived that 
the vu'gar notions of thoſe wure name 3, which tbeſe enſuing T reatiſes. have 
raken confidence to cxamine, have had no ſmall part of the gail of thaſe fa- 
tall cvils under which this calamitous wreiched Kingdome now pants 2 pro- 
Atrace gaſtly, and direfull ſpe&:cle. And conſequently that the obiſftrutti 
of theſe founraincs might poſlibly abate thoſe Qareames and torres (whic 
have taken riſe from thence) of uncharuablenefie firſt and then of blaud. 
The miſtaking of every phanſy or humour, carnell or Satanicall perfwaſion 
for Conſrience (the acknowledged rule ofaQtion) and the ſetting up upon too 
weak a ſtock for that high priviledge of a Good Conſcience,hath emboldened 
moſt of the vices of the world, *petrified the praRicall faculty, and made ir 
inſenfible of any of thoſe ſtripes, or threats,or diſcipline whichthe law of na». 
ture or of Chriſt hath provided for the reſtraint of their SubjeRs, And from 


thence it daily happens that nor only the moſt unchriſtian but unhumane pra. ; 


Rices, the moſt unnaturall ſavage barbaricics of theſe laſt yeeres, (which no 
parafice can flatter, or preſident extenuare)are now avowed to be ditaces and 
commands of Conſcience, and ſo not oncly reconcileable with picry, but ad- 
vanced and ſet up for the unely meaſure of it, and no man allowed to paſſe 
for Conſcientious which hath any remainder of Morall or Chriſtian virtue fin 
the ancient notion of the word) diſcernible in his a&iens ; and ſo not onely 
Zoximws his flaunder of Conftantine is _ the reall guilt of to> _ 
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feflours, (choſe fins confidently commirted by them, for » hich no other Re- 
ligion allowcs any expiation) bur, beyond the malice of thar falſ- ropgue, 
the finnes themſclves reſolved on as a ſpeciall yg Swpumy or purgative, an 
a& of ſupererogating virrue, ſufficient to ſanRific any other impurities. Ts 
theſe ſogroſle errours both in opinica and praRice the preſent height or 
animoſity, and vchemence of the flame may poſhibly have betrayed men ; 
bur whar itſhould bethart hath ſo heightned the pailion, and firſt clevared ir 
ro this pitch of diſtemper, will net be diſcerned any otherwiſe then by con- 
jeRurefrom the quarrels which have been moſt inſiſted on, againſt the efta- 
bliſhed government and diſcipline of rhe Chureh,and thc indificrent aRions, 
and ceremonies, and obſcrvances cither preſcribed, or cuſtomary us ; 
ro which when no direct immediate blame or accuſation could be afhxr, ir 
hath been the manner to object obliquely, ſomrim:s thar they haye teen mar. 
ter of Scandall and that thought ro have been ſufficiently proved, if any could 
be produc:d who have diſliked them, (as if their being diſpleaſed were ro bz 
ſcaxdalized,or one mans being angry once without a cauſe, were for ever 1 
juſt cauſe for others to be angry at that which were of ir felt moſt innocent; 
Somerimes that the crim: of 1ill-worſbip were chargeable on them, ſuppo.. 
ſing firſt, (bur ner proving) i{l-worſbip ro be a crime, and then every the 
leaſt obſervance uncommanded (though withall as pertectly unprqhibired) 
by Scripture, to be the interpretation of that crime and ſometunes that they 
have been Superſtitions ; by the ecquivocalinefle of that word , ficſt per- 
{wading themſelves and Ne the that every exceſie in Religion comes un-- 
der that title,and then thar the un of any thing induces thar 
excelle, and conſequently involves in that guile. To whuch three ſo inauf pi- 
cious (I may adde Scendalow) miſprifions breached by Satan, ai x7anv, ts 
the fall, and ſorruly to the offending of meny iz 1/rael, theſe enſuing Trea- 
riſes were defigned as Anrideres or cures ; rowhich end if they may prove in 
any degree ſucceflefull, rhe writer of them will never repent that he hath 
ſubjected them to the various & paſſionare cenſures of the many , hoping 
thereby thar the mature and imparriall judgements of the few may be allo 
provoked to interpoſe. By whoſe pleaſure and ſerious examination, wherher 
they ſhall ſand or fall, they are in all humilitic ſubmirred. 
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1 Mong the many pradicall errours which are gonen 
FR abroad into the world, a very large proportion there 

: is of thoſe which have cither ſuckt their pq from, 
D\ or diſguiſed irunder that ſpecious venera le name ot 
Conſcience. That which the Philoſophers could call 
their Guardian Angell , and juſtific the phraſe by 
youching none but Angclicall diftates from it : That 
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which ſome good-natured Atheiſts did fo revere that y,ygy &&34; 
onely deiry in the world and in pro. gd 


portion phanſicd nothing bur God-like of it, isnow by ſomeChriſtians (like $449. 
rhe true God among the Heathens) worthipt in ſo many corporeous ſhapes, Tarian, 


that there is at length ſcarce any thing ſo vile (Phanfie, humour, paſſion, 
prepoſſeflion, the meaneſt worldly iatcreſt of the ambitious or covetous de- 
figner,like the Calves, the Cats, the Crododiles, the Onions, the Leeks of 
Egypt bur hath the favour or luck to be miſtaken ter Conſcrense,and receive 
all the reſpeR, that I ay, not adoration,thar belongs to ir. 

*T will be then bur an a of juſtice and mercy,juſtice to truth, and mercy 
roche abuſed world, and withall a ſpeciall preparative to a prudent refor- 
mation, to reſcue ſo divine a man from ſuch heatheniſh uſage, to reſtore ir 
ro irs naturall primitive fimpliciry, and caſt our all the falſe formes which ir 
hath bcen forccd to appeare under. To which purpoſe all that 1 ſhall de- 
&gne will be reduce to theſe rwo enquiries : 

1. Whatis the proper notion o: conſcience. 
2. What is required to entitle a man to a good conſcience. 

For the fermer of theſe, what is the proper notion of conſcience, I ſhall 
labour to finde our nor among the Scholafticall definitions or diviſions of ir 
among humane Writers, but onely by obſcrving the force and uſe of the 
word in the Scripture, particularly the New Teſtament, And he thac ſhall 
mect it there 32 times, and bur take a view of it at every meeting, will ſure 
come to ſome degree of acquaintance with ir, and find upon judgement rea- 
fon to reſolve, what for his caſe 1 ſhall now lay before him. 

That the word oyreidyex, Conſcience, is no more then Science or know- 
ledge, Cand therefore being but once uſed by the Gre.k Tranſlators of 
the Old Teſtament, Egcleſ.10.20. it is _ ſcr to exprefle a word which 
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is otherwiſe by them commonly rendred oyygms and 6Hyrwn;) onely with 
a peculiar relation added to it, as that knowledge 45 in order to ation. Thus 
Tit.1.15. when yg; and evyedyais, mind and conſcience are diſtinguithed, 
tis obvious to any to difcerne the ground of that diſtinftion, that former be- 
ing properly the denotation of the faculty mcezly ſpeculative, or intelleRu- 
af ; this latter, ofthe pm_— judgement, or that whether a& or faculty 
of the underſtanding ſoule, which extendeth to praQice 3 the Apoſtle Ly 
that phraſe, [the mind and conſciencs are defiled] meaning diſtinly this, 


thatthis errour in mens judgements, (Which 1s the defil'ng of their mind) 


carryes Un-Chriftian practice along with ir, (which is the defiling of the 
praficall faculty) this Judaicall miſtake in th it underſtanding is atcended 
with Judaizing aCtions in their lives , the formcr apportioned to the '\uSvixd 
yd, the falſe Fadaicall dofirines, which relate to; & the mind, the lecond 
to the 4 ray ayIrom! Smo p32 ®y F zandriay, the commands of men per- 
verting the truth, v.14.which relate to the ouytidyns. the Conſeicnce. 

For the clearing of which (that it is ſuch a praRticall knowledge in the 
acception of the Scripure) if there nced aay light, you may have ir from the 
ſurvey of every place ſeverally, and in ſpeciall from this one, x Pet, 2, 19. 
This is thank-wortby,if Þa ovysidvoy Oe, ſor Conſcience of God & man ſu ſf 7 
grieſe, ec. i. e. if for this obedrentiall prafticall knowledge of God (th:; 
knowledge of truth attended with a reſolution nor to diſubey God, theugh ir 
coſt a man never lo deare) he ſuffer g tefe, &c. 

This being premiſcd, there is but one thing more to be addeil to th's mat. 
rer, and it is this, That we take no:ice of the ſeverall wayes of aſpeR thar 
Conſcience hath upon prafiice ; One forward in the dire line, oncther 
backward, or by way of re{lc&ion; which are ordinarily expreft by the dou- 
ble office of Conſiience, 1. as a cuftes or monitor , adviting and inftrufting 
and keeping us to our duty ; 2. as a witneſſe teſtitying to cur ſelves and to 
Cad what we have done 3 which is in plainer termes no more but this, That 
there are two ſorts of Conſcience ; 1, Conſcience of duty to be performed, or 
tuil perſwafton that ſuch a thing ought ro be done, or nor 19 be done by me, 
a being reſolved of the neceſlity or unlawfulnefleof any thing, aud 2 conſct- 
exce of having performed,or not performed ut, a knowing or judging my lelf 
to have done well or ill. And under theſe rwo notions,all the ſeveralls in the 
New Teſtament, (and the one ſole placc vf the apocryphall bookes of the 
Old) will be contained, If you pleaſe , you may ſce how. ah 

To the former kind belongs that famous place, Rom. 13.5.7 0% muſt be ſub- 

1e8t (to the Supreame powers,” v.t. Jnot onely for wrath, 3. e. tcare or dorger 
of puniſhment, the eff: & of wrath (the Magiſtr:re being Gods Minifter, an 
avenger for wrath, or puniſhment to him that doth evill, v. 4.) bur alſo He 
ouveidyay, for or becauſe of Conſcience, i. e. becauſe it is the command of 
Gold, and conſequ-ntly taat which all interiours (every /oule) may, if they 
be not wilfully blind know to be their duty, [ts be thus ſubſet.) 

So 1 Cor. 8.5, For ſome with conſcience of the Taol, i.e. bing reſolved in 
ming, that it is nor Jawfull to cate or taſte of any wie or 74y, part or por- 
tion of the Idol-fcaſt (whether 5 #1Nonelw, at the idoll table, or _—_ 
ought 


a 


Of (onſcience. 


bought 1t at the; Shambles,as itfffeemes, was the faſhicn tor thote 74a ro be 
ſold there ar ſecond hand c. 10. 25.) — it unlawiull ro cate any 
meat conſecrated to thor uſe, doe yer eate that which is of this nature, ayd 
by ſo doing, their weake 3, e. uninftrufted conſcience 5s polluted, i. e. they 
finne againſt their conſcience, due tharwhich they are perſwaded they may 
nor doc, which although ir be never ſo innccent a harmletle thing in it ſelte 
Can idoll being ſimply nothing) yet to them which doe it, when they think 
is unlawfull (and alt have not knowledge, faith he in the beginning of 
the verſe, 4.e, are not ſuſfciently inſtruted in their duty) ir is pollu- 
tion or {linne, according to the fore-mentioned place Tit. 1, 15. To the 

ure all things are pure [all things] 4. e. all things of that nature of which 
hi there ſpeaks, though in themſelves indifterent, [are pare] 6. e, may 
lawfully be uſed {by the pure] 4. e. by them which are rightly inſt: &ed, bur 
ro the polluted and unbeleevers (1. e.to them that are miſled by Jewiſh fa- 
bles, or by the degmatizing of falte teachers, and brought ro belceve things 
to be prohibired by God, which are not prohibited) to them that are 
guilty of this kind of Fudaiſme, and (as it is interpretative) unbeliefe there 
4 nothing pure, but their mind and conſcience are polluted, yoth their under- 
Randirg 18 in an errour,taking falſity foreruth,and cheir pratticall reſolution 
is finfull alſ&Tmay obiiged to fin, which way fever they turn themſelves, 
whether they abſtaine ſuperſtitiouſly, when they are not bound by God to 
abſtaine, (which is the ſinne of thole that are ſxbject to o:dinances, Col. 2. 
26, of which I have ſpoken at large in another place} or whether they ab- 
ſtaine not, when they arc perſwaied that they ought to abſtaine, whith 1s 
fu againſt conſcience. 

From whence by the way you may obſerve the miſerable lot of thoſe 
which have not yy@mv knowledge in the beginning of that veiſe , which are 
miſlcd to think auy thing unlawtull which 15 Jawfull, and continue” in thar 
errour without ſeeking of light, which ate thus 3zspwre (tor ro ſuch wyPzy 
ua hugoy notbing i pure) they are, as long as rhey remaine ſo, obliged ro 
finne, which way loever they take to, abſtaine or not abſtaine. For . on 
in things indifterent and uncommanded, ſimp!'y to abſtaine were no ſinne, 

et then to abſtaine a; ame £Strviry, as from a thing abominable or un- 
wull, is both by Scrip.urc and the ancient Councels, in caſe ot marriage 


Tr.of Wil 
worthip 
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and meats, cvery where condemncd as finfull : and yer on the other fide to 


cate Witbout, or againſt Faith, 3. e., being doubrfull whether ir be Lawfull or 
no,or being perſwadel it is unlawfull is ix, (ſaith the Apoſtle) and there is 
reat nece:lity to ſuch of ſecking , (and in others great charity of helping 

m to) 4807 inftruftion, or righe information in this caſe, which is the 
onely cure for rhis unfortunate malady. 

SO againe Ver, 10. ouvtidyrs dyes; the conſcience of bir that is weaks, 
or (which is the ſame) v. 7. and y. 12. the weake conſcience] lignities 
the fallc p:rſwaſlien of him that 1s in an errour, an erroneous Conſcience , 
weakneſſe noung ſichneſſe in the Scripture ſtile Fobn 5.14. 1 Cor.11 30. and 
errour being th. diſeaſe or ſickneſſe of the ſoul-, any that with a little im. 
provemunt growing deftruQive and mortifcrous ; as in caſe he that _ 
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that erroneous ſick conſcience, doe at ſomewhat againſt conſcience, and fo 
adde finne unto errour, tor then ama) 6 goray v. 11. that fick man dyes 
periſhes of that diſeaſe. Soch.10.25,27,28,29, the word Con/cieuce is Kil 
in th: ſame ſcnſc, for conſcience or conſideration of duty,and fo 1 Pet.z.1g, 
forementioned. 

So likewiſe 1 Pet.z.21. where Paptiſme is called &'2a%%9 oureidvorars Eme 
piarypca tus Buoy the anſwer of a good conſcience to God, the good conſcience 
fignities conſcience rightly inſtrutted in its duty, as in baptizing thoſe of 
full age ir is ſuppoſed to be 3 which Conſcience is then to an/ſwe/ and can 
ſent to all Gods propoſals in baprtiſme (or the miniſters in Gods ſtead) ſuch 
as [wilt thou forſake the Devill,&c.) and fo the words will be interpreted in 
a ſenſe proportionable ro that of denying ungodly lufts, Tit.2.12 which there 
the appearing of Chriſt is ſaid ts teach us, For as Luft propoſcs ungodly que- + 
ſtivns to us, which we arc bound to deny; ſo God in baptiſme is ſuppoſed 
to propoſe good queſtions to us, which we are bound to grant, and ſtipulare 
the performance of them, and that is the & wa the anſwer of a good 
conſciexce to God or tg his queſtions propoſed in bap.iſme, after the manner 
of ancient pa&s among the Romans made by way ot queſtion and anſwer ,as 
part of the ritxs ſolennts or tormalitics of them. 

Burt then for the ſeccnd acception of the word, as it notes conſcience of 
what we have performed, or paſling judgenient on my ſelte for what I have 
done, (and that cither for any one individuall at, or for the maine of our 
lives, our ſtate ; and that againe either 1 acquzifting or 2 condemning or 3 
confidered in a third notion common to both thoſe, paſling ſentence in gene= 
rall) fo ſhall you find it in many other places, and indced in all the reſt 
which we have nor hitherto named, 

For the firſt of theſe three ſpecics as it arquitteth, you have it A. 23.1, 
I have lived, (or behaved my ſelfe in all my converſation towards men 
Tendirwus in all my politique, or publique relations) with or in all goed 
conſcience, in ſuch a manner, as I cannot excuſe my {clfe of any thing done 
contrary to my Chriſtian profeilion, or dignity of my Apoſtolicoll calling. 
So 1 Coy.g. 12. the Teftimony of our Conſcience is expreſt by what followes, * 
that in femplicity &c. we had our converſation in the world. So good con- 
ſcienceis taken x Tim.1.5. and xg. and 3.9. and z ' im. 1.3. Heb. 13.18. 
x Pet.3.16. but above all you have a ſpeciall place belonging to this firſt 
branch of the ſecond in AtF.24.16. ['Amgwromy ovy Imv] we render it a 
Conſcience void of offence, the meaning 1s, a confidence and aflurance thar 
he hath done nothing ſubjeR ſo much as to the cenſure of having ſcandal: 
zed others ; for Saint Paul bcing there accuſed by the Fewes v. 5.6. for 3 
crimes, ſedition,hereſie, and profaning of the Temple, he anſwers to the firſt 
Y.12. to the ſecond y.14. to the re $i} and his being purified in the 
Temple afcer the Jewiſh manner he makes an evidence of his innocence in 
that particular, a proofe of his not having ſcandalized any Jew, which to 
have done weuld have been a fault in him, whoſe office irwas to become a 
things to all men, that he might gaine or ſave all, and nox to diſcourage or 
detcr any wa might be gained by complyance 3 and the doing fo,is iewhich 


is 
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is called being 4 agznow© 'ludiag x Cor.10.32. giving none offence to the 
Fews, the very word in the place of the Acts, ; ; 

In the ſecond place, the accuſing or condemning conſcience is often men- 
tioned alſe ; Foba 8. 9. Convidted by their conſcience, or reproved ſome 
for one finne, ſome for another. So by intimation Heb. g. 9. where tis ſaid 
of the Legall facrifices that they could not make perfett as pertaining to 
Conſcience, where the word [qyaai@om] rendred to Make perfect, lignifies in 
the ſacred idiom [ro gonſecrate,) to make a prieſt, whole office being ggg- 
oxy ſitew yl $46 to diaw neare to God, proportionably myaeczaw xF! ovreldyory 
ro perteEt or conſecrate as pertaining to conſcience ſignifies 10 give acceile 
with boldneflc tro God, by raking off that guilt which formerly lay upon 
their confcience, the ſame that v.14. is called, to purge the conſcience from 
dead works, to wath off thatguilt of fin paſt, which hinders their approach 
to Ged, obſtrufs all entrance to their prayers (for we know that God hea= 

 reth not ſinners, Joh. 9. 31. and 1[.1.15.) whetcupon tis obſervable, thar 
Heb.13.18. when he beſpeaks their prayers for him, he adds this reaſon to 
encourage them to doe ſo. For we truſt we have a geod conſcience that good 
conſcience being neceſlary there to have other mens prayers heard for them, 
as here to give themſelves acceſſe roGod in prayer.SoHeb.10.2.Conſcience,or 
conſcienciouſnes of ſins,and v.22.Evill conſcience,and ſo Wiſd.17.11.there is 
mention of wickedneſſe condemned by ber own witnes and preſt by conſcience, 

And of the laft ſort,in the latitude common to both, are Rom. 2.15. Rom. 
9.1. 2 C0.4.2. and 5.11.and 1 Tim. 4.2. allcleare enough withour the help 
of our paraphraſe to adde light to chem. 

Having thus marſhalled all theſe places of Scripture into ranks, and gi- 
ven ſome hints of generall infight ime them, it now remaines that we return 
a while to the ncerer ſurvey of the rwo generall heads , and firſt of the for-- 
mer acception of the word, as it imports a monitor, or dire&or of life, by 
which our ations muſt be regulared, and from the miſtaking of which the 
chiefe inconvenience doth ariſe. 

To which end, it will be abſolutely neceflary to ſertle and reſolve but 
one queſtion, what is that rule or ggywy of Conſcience , from whence it 
muſt receive its regulation. For he that draweth a line of direRion for a- 
nother, muſt have a rule to draw it by, and that a ſtraight exa& one, 
or elſe the direfions will not be authentique, and they which walke 
& x;Cus exatily or conſcientiouſly, muſt x71! xgyova grinfiy Walk by rule,Phil. 
3-16.and 73 eur? peoriir bave their eye or thought alway upon that onething, 
their rae of direRion, or elſe be they never ſuch g.3«w7y; in the beginning 
of that verſe, ſuch forward proficients, their end may be perdition v.19. This 
when once we have done, the difficulty will ſoone vaniſh. 

And to this PRE I hall rake char for granted which in theſ# I never 
heard any doubt of, (thougl2 many of our ations look otherwiſe in bypoth+f) 
that [2p is this onely rule ; yarwy and 15uG), rule and law being words of 
the ſame importance, and nothing fit or proper to regulate our aRions, 
but that which the law-giver, to whom obedience muſt be payed , hath 
thought fir to rule them by. To which purpoſe it is ordinarily _—_— 

that 
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chat dq1S7124, Sin, or ab *rration from that rule by which we ought to walke 
(for fo that word narurally fignities) is by Sainc eb 1 Epiſt, 3. 4.defined 
ayopio which we render 4 trangreſſion of the law, I: which place of Sainc 
Fobn, though the truth is, (4y,7iz and ec7iIEr mii denoting more then 
the bare commiſtion of finne un that Authvur g-neraily, viz. the wiltuU per- 
petration of ir, and an I in , and habir ot ſo doing) the word 
£70412 and avouiay meigly MU proporuonably alſo hgnifie nor cncly tranſ- 
gretitng, but wiltull habituall contemning the Law,b. .ng an exlex, or with- 
out law (as the Idolatrous Atheiſt is ſaid ro be without God in the world $] 
;, e, without any acccunt or reſpc& of ir, (and {© mu/T15 ar ay Fob. 31.3. 
notes the greateſt degree of bntulnefle, we render it workers of iniquity, 
and ſo very frequemly in the Sepmua int we finde ayou'e, where we render 
the Hebrew by miſcbiefe) yet ſtill the obſervation ſtands good, that law is 
the cule, in ab-rration from which all finne conſiſts, and ſo a,oatr is aju 
in Loth ſenſes, the leaſt degree of finne a deviation from the law , and a 
malicious contentious finaing a malitious contempruous deyiation , or cranſ- 
_- and ſo Saint Paul hath alſo reſolved it , that wherc .uere is no 
ai, there is no tranſgreſſion, no my g3ams Row a ls,no going awry, when 
there is no rule propoſed to got by. 

This being To cleare in i sſclfe,and yer through the miſtakes, yea and !m- 
picties of the world b.come lo necefſaryro be thus farther cleared; Two things 
there arc 'which will hence inevitably tollow , the firſt Negative, the ſecoad 
Poſitive ; The firſt or the Negative, that Wharſvever undertakes to dire, 
or guide our ations, to tell us our duty, that this we muſt, that we may 
no: doc, and hath not ſome law, (in force,and fill obligatory to Us) £0 all. 
thor'ze rhoſe direRions by, is not Conſcience,wharlocver ut is. 

Firſt, Humour irmay be, to chink our felyes bound to do» whatſoever we 
have a ſtrong inclination to dov, it being a matter of ſome difficulty ro di- 
ſtinguiſh berwecn my. naturall and my fp:rituall inclinations, the muotion of 
my ſenſitive appetite , and my diviner principle, my lower, and my upper 
ſoule, and the form:r commonly crying louder,und moving more lively, and 
impati:ntly, and carn:ſtly then the o.her. 

Secondly,Phanſie it may be , which is a kind of irrationall animall Con- 
ſcience,hath the ſame relation to ſenſitive repreſemrations (thoſe lawes in 


_ the members) which Conicience hath to intelleQuall (thoſe lawes of - the 


mind) and thengas Arifotle ſaith, that in thoſe creatures which have not - 
rea(on, pbanſie ſupplyes the place of reaſon ; lo they which have nor, or will 
not have conſcience to direQ them , phanfte moſt .common]y gers into us 
place. Or 
Thirdly, Paſſion it may be ; Our feares will adviſe us one thing, our ani- 
moſities an2ther, our zcale a third, and though that be perhaps zeal of God, 
ct that zeale is a paſtion ftill, one @f thoſe which Ar:fotle hath defined in 
his Rhetoricks, being not »g] emyyeny, according to knowledge or conſei-» 
ence, Kom,10.2. for the Hebrew ward, as I told you, is rendred by thole wo 
words promiſcuouſly, era y7wams and ovitidwne, knowledge and conſcience.Or 
P-writhly, diabohcall ſuggeſtion or intulion it may be, an —_—_ cf 
. that 
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that black ſpirit; as i is, (or of ſome rhing as bad in effeR) infallibly when. 
ſoever Rebellion,Sedition, 2 urther ,Rapine, Hatred, Envy,Vnchaiitablineſſe, 
Lying, Swearing,Sacriledge, &c. come to us under the difguiſe of Religion 


and Conſcience ; and therefore the Spirits muſt be ſearcht whether they - 


be of God, or of the Devill ; and no ſurer way to doe it , then by theſe 
and the like Sympromes , theſe fruits and pcoduRions of that infernall Spi- 
rir , which ſo perfc&ly repreſent ani owne their parent , that none bur 
b'ind or mad men or dxmoniacks can belceve them in earneſt to come from 
God, Or 
Fiftly , Falſe doQrine it maybe , and that againe ſer off either by the 
authority of the teacher, or by the dignity of ſome eminent followers and 
praQicers of it, and th:n th: Apoſtle calls it [having mens perſons 12 admi- 
ration} or by the carlineſic of irs repreſentation, being imbibed and taken in 
firſt, (wallowed and _ before the truth was offezed to us and then itis 
prejudice or prepollefſioa , and this again, alwayes ailiſted by the force of 
thar'old axiom, [Intus exiftens &c.7] and by that which is naturall to all ha- 
birs, to be hardly moveable , and yer further improved ſometimes by pride 
and obftinacy , alwayes by ſelfe-love , which makes us think our own opi- 
nions (3, e. which we are already poſleſt of) the trueftz whick in this caſe is in 
eff:& to think our luck the beſt luck , and the ſame which was obſerved in 
one worſt ſort of Heathens , who, whatſoever they ſaw firſt in the morning, 
worſhipt that all the day after ; a choofing of perſwaſions as country men 
chooſe Valentines , that which they chance ro meer with firſt after theic 
coming abroad. 
efides theſe , many other things it may be , and ſo, 1. Ir is oddes e- 
nough thar it will not be conſcience , Which pretends tv be ſo, and 2. Ir is 


- certainly not conſcience , unlefſe ir produce ſome law for its rule to dire& 


us by. And this was the Negative or fir(t thing. 
The ſecond or the Pofitive thing which folwet from the premiſes , is 
this, thas Conſcience of duty in any particular ation is to be ruled by that 
law which is proper to that aCtion ; as for example: The Chriſtian /aw is the 
rule of Conſcience for Chriſtian ations ; the law of reaſon, cr morall law, 
for morall ; the /aw national! , municipall , or locall , for civill ; the x4- 
eurall , law of all creatures , for naturall aRions ; and the law of ſcandall, 
(a branch of the Chriſtian law) for matters of ſcandall ; and the law of li- 
be/ty , for indiſterent free ations, Ard as it is very irregular , and utirea- 
ſonableto meaſure any ation by a rule that belongs not to ir , torry the 
exaQnefle of the circle by the ſquare , which would be done by the compaſle, 
and in like manner to Judge the Chriſtianneſle of an aRion , by the law of 
narurall reafon , which can onely be judged by its conformity with the law of 
Chriſt , ſuperiour ro that of nature; So will there be no juſt pretence of 
conſcienc? againftanything , bur where ſome one or more of theſe lawes are 
producible againſt it; bur on the orher ſide , cvcn in the loweſt ſort of afti- 
ons , if they be regulared by the law proper to them, and nothing done con- 
trary to any ſuperiour law even bythis God ſhall be glorificd, x Coy. 106. 31. 
a king of glory rcſulting to God from that readinefte of ſubmiſſion and 
B ſubordina- 
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{ubordination of every thing to its proper rule, and law, to which the grear 
Creator hath ſubjeed ir, and of all lawes to that ſupreme tranſcendent one, 
the law of Chriſt. And rhough ſome touches there are in the Scripture of 
cach of theſe lawes, ſome fibre or ſtrings of them diſcernibly there, fo farre, 
that there is n2thing almoſt under any of the heads torementioned, but by 
the Scripture ſome generall accuunt may be given of it, and againe, thou 
that of Scripture be the ſupreame law of all, and nothing aurtorizeable - 
any infcrivur law,which is contradiaQzd or prohibited by that, yet is not thar 


of Scripture ſach a particular Code or Pande@ of all Jawes, as that every 


thing which is commanded by any other law, fhould be found command:d 
there, or be bound to prove irs ſelfe juſtifiable from thence, any further then 
that it is not there prokibi:ed,or thereby juſtly concluded ro beunlawtul. 
From wh:nce by the way, I conceive dire&tion may behad, and reſolution 
of thar difficult practicall probleme, what a man may doe in caſe he be le- 
gally commanded by his lawfuil ſuperiour to doe what he may lawfully doe, 
which yer he is perſwaded he may not doe,or doubteth whether he may or no, 
For in this caſe if he be not able to produee ſome plaine prohibition from 
ſome ſuperiour law, as from that of Scripture, he cannct * truly ſaid to 
be perſwaded in conſcience, (which implyes xnowledge) of the unlawfulneſle 
of that thing , nor conſequently hath he any plea tor diſobedience to thar 
Jawfull command of his Superiours. All that may be faid, is, that he may 
trem ſome obſcure place miſunderſtood have cauſe or occafion ro douber 
whether he may doe it orno, and then, al;hough doubring ſimply raken(3.e, 
where ro command interpoſes,) may keep me trom doing what I doubr, yer 
it ought not to be of that weight, as to keep me from my lawfull Supericurs 
lawfull command, becauſe that very command is a ſufficient ground to ſu- 
perſede my doubring,when I have no plaine prohibition of Scripture to the 
corrary, (which in this caſe I am ſuppoſed not to have, for if I had, Then X 
ff in were not a lawfull command, and ſecondly , I ſhould not doubt bur 
be aſſured) ir being my duty, and part of my Chriftian mcekneſle, in doubr- 
full matters to take my reſolution from thoſe whom God. hath placed over 
me, and it being the finne of dogmatizing to affirms any thing for me or 0- 


thers to doc,which ſome law of God, &c. ſtill in force, doth nor prohibir ; 


which fin being added to that other ofdiſobedience ro my lawfull Superiours, 
will ſire never be able to make that commence vittue, which was before ſo 
far from any pretentions to thar title. 

Having procceded thus far inthe ſcarch of the ground &f Conſcience ; 
'rwere now time to reducethis operation topraftice, and ſhew you, firſt, Whar 
dircQions Conſcience is able to afford from every of thoſe lawes for the ru- 
ling of all aGtions of that kind ; and ſecondly, Whar an harmony and con» 
_— there is berwixt all theſe Iawes, one mutually ayding and ailiſting 

e oth:r, and not violating or deſtroying. Bur this were the Iargeft under- 
raking that could be pircht on in the whole circle of learning, «frodime's 
Panaelte rerum ab 0nn: £0 judicaturum, and all the Schoolmens and Ca- 
ſuiſts volumes, de /egibs, de jure & juſtitia, and onthe Decalogue,would be 
bur imperfeR parrs of this ; ! ſhall give you but one taſte or ti; of ny 
w 
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which the Reader will bz perſwaded to ſpare me, or rather himſeclfe thay 
trouble. 

The prime of theſe, rhe Chriſtian law, is the rule of all ations that 
come within that ſpheare, ſets downe the nature of all Chriſtian duties of 
piety, and loveof our brethren in generall, and more particularly of Faith, 
Hope, Charity, Repentance; ſcifc-denyall, taking up the croſſe 8c, of bumi- 
lity, m:ckneſſe,merciſulneſſe, peaceableneſſe, obeatence ro ſuperiours, patience, 
contentedneſſe, and the like ; and the rclation'of a Chriſtian being a grand 
tranſcendent relation, there is no attion imaginable, bur may either 1n re- 
ſpe@ of the matter, or motive,or principle, or circumftances, offend gu 
one of theſe, (and then,malum ex quelibet defefFu, the leaſt of theſe defeGs 
blemiſheth it) and ſo conſcience direRed by that rule or law, will dire& me 
either to doe it, or not to doe it in that manuer, and then tis not any com- 
plyance with, or agreeablencfle to any or all other lawes, which will make 
this ation þ ogrvages > hath any ſuch notable defte& or blemiſh in ir ; 
Not co purſue this any farther, having thus named ir, and fthewed you the 
vaſtnefle of the ſea it leads to, it will ſuffice to our preſent defigne to tell 
you, that from what is ſaid theſc 3 corollarics, to unit many others, will be 
deducible, 

I. That it is not poſlible for Conſcience (be ir never ſo ſtrongly perſwa- 
ded) to make any aftion lawfull, which is nor regulated by tholz rules, or 
Jawes which arc properto it, and reconcilcable with the grand rule,the Chri- 
ſtian law. Conſcience can never transforme profaneneſſe into piety, ſacri- 
ledge into juſtice or holineſſe, rebellion into obedience, faftion into bumility, 
p::jury, or taking ofunlawful oathes into religion, rapine into contentedveſſe” 
inhumanity into mercifulneſſe adultery, fornication, divorces, (ſave in caſc of 
adultery) or any uncleameſſe into purity, labouring to ſhake a Kingdome, (to 
remove thecrofle from my owne ſhoulders to another mans) into taking up 
of the Crofſe ; bur contrariwiſe, if ir be _ and univocally Conſcience of 
duty, it will tel me that every one of theſe foule ritles belongs to every ſuch 
ation (the Scripture being ſo cleare in theſe particulars, that there is ns 
place or excuſe fur ignorance or miſtake) and by ſerting before me the te;- 
rors of the Lord, perſwade me not to venture on any one ſuch aRion upon 
any termes ; or if I have ventured, it will ſmire and wound me for it, and 
drive m2 totimely repentance ; or if it doe not, tis either a cauterized nſen- 
ſate conſcience, a reprobate mind,or elſe ſome of theſe Images, which even 
now I mentioned, miſtaken for Conſcience ; or if it be a full perſwaſion of 
minde, that what I thus amabour, I am obliged ro doe, (if that be a poſlible 
thing in ſuch matters and under ſv much light) tis then in che calmeſt ftyle 
an erroncous Conſcience, which is ſo far from excuſing me (unleſſe in caſe 
of ignorance truly invincible, which here is not imaginable) that it brings 
_ me the moſtunparalleld infelicity in the world, an ob'igation to finne 
which way ſocver I turne my ſe'fe, enone fide appearing and lying at my 
doore the guilr of committing that finne which I have ſo miſtak-n, and on 
the other rhe guile of omitting, thar (chough finne) which my Conſcience 


repreſented to me as duty ; and —_— bur repentance and reformation 
2 of 
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of judgement firſt , and then of praRice , will be able to retrive the one or 
the other. 

The ſecond corollary will bethis, That it is the moſt unreaſonable infolence 
in the world,for them that can ſwallow ſuch Camell-fins as theſe without any 
regrets , nay with full approbation, and direQion (perhaps) of conſcience 

it tharmay be called Conſcience which 15 ſo divided from , and contrary to 
cores yet to ſcruple and interpoſe doubts moſt tremblingly , and moſt 
conſcientiouſly in matters of indifferency ; not ſo much as pretended to be a- 
gainſt the word of God, (and fo within the law of chriſtian liberty , that they 
may bedone if he will) and yer over and above their naturall indifterency 
commanded by that authority , in ſubjeRion to which the chriſtian vertue of 
obedience conſiſts; and all this either firſt upon no ground of conſcience ar 
all , bur only thar it is contrary to their Phanſy , their Humony , their P7e- 
poſſeſſions ; or Secondly becauſe itis a reſtraint, upon their chriſtian liberty, 
which yet Chriſt never forbid to be reſtrained quoad exercitium , as farte as 
belongs to the exerciſe of it, but hath permitted tometime the care of not of. 
fending the weak brother , 2. e. Charity, and ſomerime Obedience , to law- 
full ſuperiours , to reſtreine it , (for if in things indifterent they may nor 
reſtreine, there can no obedience be payed to them;) or Thirdly becauſe they 
are oftcnſive (though not to them , yet) to others , who are perſwaded they 
are unlawfull, Whereas 1 that perſwaſion of thoſe others is erroneous , and 
nor fufficicntto juſtifie diſobedience in themſ-lves, much lcfle in other men, 
in caſe of lawfull humane command, And 2 that their cenſuring of ſuch in. 
different ations , z. e. being angiy without a cauſe, may bee greater 
martter of ſcandall, and ſo more offenſive to ethers, and more probatle to 
work upon them to bring them by that example tobe ſo angry allo , then the 
doing thar indifferent ation, miſtaken by others, and condemned for unlaw- 
full gywould be to bring th:m to tranſcribe that reprobated ſamp!ar, 5. e. to 
doc —__ they thus condemane; ail men being farre more apt and inclinable 
to break our into paſſions, then into as againſt conſcience , and ſo more 
likely to be ſcandalized or oftendcd, or inſnared , by following the former, 
then the latter cxample, to finne ( for company or afier another man ) by 
cenſuring whom he cenſures, which.is being angry without a cauſe ; then by 
doing whar they are adviſcd and reſolved they ought not to do , which is ſin- 
ning againft conſcience. Or fourthly , becauſe they are againft their conſci- 
ence to doe, whilſt yet they produce no law of God or man againſt them, 
and ſo incfte& confelle there is nothing in them againſt conſcicnce; unleſle, 
as before was noted, they wilfully xquivocate inthe word Conſcience ; which 

will and $kill cf theirs, as it will not make any thing , unlawfull , which 
before was ingifterent , ſo will it nor conclude ought , ſave only this , thar 
they which are fo artificious to impoſe on others, and forme ſcruples 
where there were none, would not be thought the likelicſt men ro ſwal- 
low grofle ſinnes under the diſguiſe of vertues * or if they doe fo, will 


_ leaſt right to that onely Antidote of invincible ignorance to, digeſt 
them. 


d +32+ The third corollary will be this , that ſcrupulouſnefl: of conſcience in 
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ſome lighter lefle important marters (if it may be ſuppeled excuſable , :s a 
weaknellc of an uninftruted mind , joyned with that good ſymptome of 
rendernefle of quick ſenſe , yer) can never hope to be accepted by God by 
way of commuration or expiativn for gr: fl-r linnes , Jo that he that falls 
foulcly in any confeiled finne, ſhould tare the beter at the great day of ac- 
count , or be in lefle danger of be:ng caſt out of Gods favour for the pre= 
ſent , becauſe he is over- ſcrupulous an other things : For ſure this were a 
range way of ſupererogation to pay one arreare to God by running into 
another with him, to diſcharge a debr by owing more, And yet this is an er- 
rour which may ſeem worth the paines of preventing , it being ſo notoriouſ- 
ly ſeen, that ſomemen , which proteſl: to have care of their wayes , and 
muſt in charity be belecved to have ſo , goe on confidently in greivous fins, 
which they cannor but know will damne without repentance, (the ſentence of 
not inheriting the Kingdome of God, Gal. 5. being ſo diſtin , and pun&u- 
all, and abſolute, and ind.ſpenſable againft them) and yer have no Anti- 
dore to relye on forthe averting that danger , but on:ly this of their exa&t- 
nefſe and icrupulouſncfle in things indifferent ; which if rhey ſhall ſay they 
doe not conkide in, they are then obliged ,in cor.ſcience, and charity to their 
brethren (who may fotlow them to this precipice) cliher to give over ho- 
ping, or toſctto purifying , without which there is no true ground of Fope. 
This hint puts me inmind that there is another part of my defign ſtill be- 
hind, belong'ng to the ſecond notion of conſcience, to examine 

Whar it 1s that is required ro entitle a man to a good conſcience 3 which 
will briefly be ſtared by premiſing what before was mentioned, that the good 
conſcience belongs either ro parrzenulay fingle pertormances, or to the whole 
flate of life and ations. To the firſt there is nov more required , but thar 
that particular action be both tor matter and circumſtance regulated by the 
rule, or 1ules which are propertoit, and have nothing contrary to any ſupe- 
riour tranſcendent rule. As that my meale be with ſobriety and thanks4 
giving , my almes with chearfulneſſe, liberality , diſcretion , done in grath 
tude and obedienceta God , and mereifulneſſe ro my brother , without re- 
Hexion on my own gaine or praiſe in tais world. But for the Good Conſcience 
which belongs to the whole ftare of life and ations, which is called 4 good 
Conſcience in all things, Heb. 13. 18. or a good Conſcience conſiſting in ha- 
ving a good converſation 1n all cbIng”, (for ſv the punRatien in the Greek 
will dire@ rather to render it, [we 
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ave a good conſcience, willing ts live ygany ou= 


well, (or have anhoneſt converſation) in all things] there the difficulty w.ll vejſyory $- 
be greater, And yet two Texts there are which tend much to the clearing Yo:tey &p 

and diſinvolving of that one, 1 Pet. 3. 16. where 42439 ouveidſums , Good mn vane; 
Coyſcience in the beginning of the verſe,is explained in thecloſe by 43439 &y Ziao'Tys 


geirfayaopopu, 4 good converſation in Chriſt, or a good chriſtian converſatt- 


ardav pope” 


on , orſuch as now through Chriſt, by the purport ofthe ſecond covenant 2, 


may and ſhall be accepced for good, Where the word [converſation] denoting 
firſt the ations and behaviour both to:-ard God and man , and ſecond- 
Iy , the whole courſe and frame sf thoſe ations, ( wherein ir ſeems a 
good conſcience conſiſts , x cannot better be explained then either by the 
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Apoſtles, & ypifas ferme7yiy, an accurate exatt walking, Epb.1.15. or the 
phraſe ro Tits, c.2.12. 111g ſoberly and r1ghteouſly and godly in this pres 
ſent world; the firſt reſpe&ing our duty to our ſelves, or aftions , as private 
men ; the ſccond, ourduty to our brethren, in our more publique capacitics; 
the third, our duty to God as creatures,men,and Chriſtians : or Saint Lukes 
chara&er of Zachary and Elizabeth, Luk.1.6. «thing in all the Commandc- 
ments ad Ordinances of the Lord blameleſſe ; Walking Blameleſſe, In all : 
#niverſall ſincere obedience, (not entire cr perf. & without ever inning, bur) 
confidered with the rules of 6&rtix614, or Moceratucn of ſtrift law, (which is 
new patt of the yiyG+ Tiszws, the Goſpel='aw, by which a Chriſtian is to be 
tryed, as equity is a part of the m1un'cipall law of this land ; Such is mercy 
for frailties,and infirmitizs, and groflcr lapſes recovered*and retraed by re- 
p-ntance ) now under the Goſpel, ſo as to be acceptable to God in Chriſt ; 
which was intimated (as in the & aero, in Ch,ift, 1 Pet.z. fo) in the former 
part of that verſe, and their character Singuer e4Wmoy 7% 2s, Highteous before 
God : Which phraſe: [Before God J] hath a double intimation worth obſer- 
Ving in this place,firſt of the p-rſeycrance or perpetuity of that righicouſe. 
neſlc (as oppoſed to the temporary of the hypocrite) for the phraſe eywy 
#73 [before him) refers to the ſhew bread of old, Exod.25.30. which was tg 
be ſet before God alway ; and therefore is ſomctime called DID ON the 
bread of faces, or "Jy bread before his ſace, literally eywmoy, before bim, 
and ſometimes #119 DA oN5 perpetuall bread, and ſecondly, of che ac- 
ceptation or reception in the fight of God, for that againe was the end of 
ſeuting the bread alwayes before God, that God looking on it might accepr 
them ; and ſo righteouſneſſe before God, is ſuch righteouſnefle as God will 
pleaſe in the Goſpel ro accept of, as when w3/iting the ſatherleſſe,&+c. Fac. 
1.27. is called, rel1gion pure aud undefiled before God the Father ; it noterh 
ſuch adegree of unblemiſhe purity, not as exciuled all finne, bur as God in 
Chriſt would (or hath promiled to) accept of. And the ſame phraſe there- 
fore is in another place of the ſame Chapter, Luk. 1. 75. rendred by our 
Church in the Goſpel for Midſummer day by tleſe words , ſuch as may be 
acceptable for him, 

Which being <1 raken into the deſcripticnot a goed conſcience, that 7t zs 
ſuch a continued good converſation as Ged now under the Goſpel promiſeth to 
accept of ; che onely difficulty behind will be, what that is which God pro- 
miſeth to accept of ; To which end, it will be very inſtrumentall to rake in 
that other place which I promiſed,and that is that forem:ntioned, Heb. 13. 
18. where the Good Con cience is eviacenced (or the ground of confidence 
that he hath a good conſcience, demonſtrated) by this [& mia nga; SiAgy- 
T3 Enegpetet) willing, or refolving, or endeavouring to {ve honeſtly, or 
to have hone converſation in all things. From whence the onely thing 
which I defire to colle& is this, That the ſiacere reſolution or endeavour to 
live boneftly in all things (which I remember,ons of our ancienteſt Church- 
wrixers Saint Cy/ill of Feruſalem calls, Sr2yua Sing: agen )ty and oppolcs it 
to Ze32., WOLkS) bs the Scripture-nomination of a good Conſcience , or the 
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a; mupproieg Snowegss that great treaſure of confidence to all which have 
bat 2 of gov perſwaſton for any, that he hath, or ſhall by God 
be allowed, and acknowlecged to have a 200 conſe ience, 

And if it be farther demanded what 13 neceliarily required, (and how 
much will be ſufficient) to denominate a man Such, what is the minimum 
quod ſic of this fincere reſolution, or endeavour, although that, I confeſlc, 
will be hard if not impoſlible, ro define in ſuch a manner, as ſhall come 
home to every particular,(the proportions of more or lefle, knowledge or 
firength, the inequality of the talents of — and a{/iſting grace ftill 
interpoling and making a variation) yer will it not be matter of much d.f- 
ficulry ro give ſome generall adyerriſements, and @ggaiy4vs, which will be 
acknowledged as ſoone as mentioned, and being pur together, *and by each 
man lingle applycd to his particular caſe, by way of ſelf examination, will be 
able to tell him in ſome meaſure, whether he hath a good conſcience or no, 
And the firſt of tneſe will be, Thar 

ARQts and habits of ſnne inthe former (heathen or unregenerate) pare of 
the life, of whit nature (and clothed wich what aggravations) ſoever,ifthey 
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are now retracted and tenounced by repentance (as that figwfies not onely gamuwings, 
a {0rr0w,but a thorow change) are reconcileable with a good conſcience. The weTipac 


truth of which is cleare, firit, b:cauſe the Goſpel allowes place for repen- 
tznce, and premiles reft to the heavy laden, ſo he come unto Chriſt and mercy 
to him that confeſſeth and ſorſaketh. Secondly, becaule the fincerity of re- 
ſolution and endeavour now, (which is all that is required to a preſent good 
conſcience) is reconcileable with paſt ſns,ceven of the largeſt ſize, Thirdly, 
becauſe Saint Paul himſelfe, which wasonce a Saul, can yet ſay confidently, 
that heh2th a good conſcience. And to.;rthly, becauſe (which I ſhal a linle 
enlarge on) the finne againſt the holy Ghoft, which alone is by the Goſpel 
made uncapale of remitfion, is, as I conceive, nva&, no nor courſe of any 
ſpeciall {inne,bur a ſtate of bnal impenitence, a continued perſevering re- 
fRance of all thoſe ſaving methods which are*conſequent tothe deſcent,and 
arc part* of the office of the holy Ghoſt, 

To which purpoſe I flall give you one hint which may perſwade the 
preferring of os opinion betore the cuntrary, and it is by obſerving the 
occaſion of Chriſts 7 rrrk thoſe words concerning the irremiſliblenefle 
of ſpeaking againft the holy Ghoſt. Thoſe words are delivered by Chriſt 
both in Saint Zſatthew and Saint Mark upon occaſion of that ſpecch of the 
Jewes, that Chriſt caft out Devils, by the Prince of Devils which was clear- 
ly a blaſphcming or ſpeaking contumszliouſly againſt Chriſt himſelfe, or the 
ſonne of man, and there is no paſiige in the Tex: which can conciude that 
that ſpeech of theirs was by Chriſt called the blaſpremy againſt the holy 
Ghoſt bur rather the conrat y that ic was a bloſpberry onely againſt the ſonne 
of man ; for tis apparent thac Chriſt 2a. x2. 15, for che 7 o_ of fix verſes 
cts himſelfe to convince them ot the falſity of char ſpeech (which probably 
he wou!d not have done, it they, to whom he ſpike had been in an irreco- 
verable irrevecrfible eſtate of blaſphemy. For tai he ſhould rake ſuch paines 
oncly to leave them uncxcuſable, x. there was no great necd,in this caſe they 
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were fo already. 2. it is amiſtake ro think that Chriſt doth ſo art any time, 
they are bowels of mercy and nor defignes of miſchieving , or accumulating 
their finne, and j udgements, which incline him te call and knock , and la- 
bour te convince finners) and having done thar, doth both invite th:m to re. 
pentance by ſhewing them the poſlibility of- pardon yer, and give them an 
admonition ablcto thake th:m eur of all impenirence , by telling them the 
danger which attended, if the only laſt method of jay, | on them which 
was yet bchind, did not preſper with or work upon them, This is the impor= 
rance of that 31 and 32 veric concerning the ſpeaking a word, 3. e. ſtanding 
out againſt the ſonne of man on one tide, and the Holy Ghoſt on the 0- 
ther ; the ſurame of which is this, there ſhall be by the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt a poſlibility of pardon and meanes of reformation for thoſe thac re- 
fiſt and holdour and even crucific Chriſt (as by the coming of Chriſt, there 
was for thoſe that thould beleive on him, though they had tormerly lived diſ- 
obedient unto God the Father, refiſted thoſe methods of mercy uſed onthem 
under the old Teftament) for them that ſþeak a word. 3. e. by an Hebraiſme 
doe an ation (of attiont, of injury, of contumely) againſt Chriſt , yea thar 
reliſt and beleive not on him, bur conceive and affirme him to caſt out Di- 
wels by the power of BeelzFbub, (which was as contumelious a thing as could 
be faid of him) but when Chriſt thall be raken from the earth, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall be ſen: down to convince? the world of thar great finne of cruci- 
{lying Chriſt, and tg ſcrle in the Church of God ſuch an orderly uſe of all 
Goſpell-meanes that may tend co the bringing ſinners to _—_— (the uſe 
both of the word and ſacrament and cenſizres and all cther things neceſlary to 
that great end of working on the moſt contumicious) thar it this prevaile 
nor, there is lirtle hope left of ever working on ſuch perverſeneſle , then ir 
is to be reſolved, that thoſe that thus ſtand out againſt all thoſe ſaving me- 
thods of Gods laft ceconomy , ſhall be lefi uncapable of any good, of any 
whether meanes of yet-farther- working on them, or of pardon cither in the 
Church or inheaven , there being no more perſons in the God-head now 
behind {unlefle we will change the chriſtians Trinity into Pyth;goraſles 7y- 
TeX7v5)-nor conſequently meanes in the providence of God , for the redu- 
cing of, or obtaining mercy for ſuch, By his it will appeare that this blaſ- 
ph<my againſt the Holy Ghoſt is not any one a no nor habit of fin (parri- 
cularly not that ſpeaking againſt Chriſt there, which you will alſo gueſle by 
Saint Luke, who mentions not that ſpeech of theirs concerning his cafting out 
Divels by che Prince of Divels ,and yet ſers down this fpcech of Chriſt, of the 
irremiſſibility of this blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Luke 12.'10, which 
argues that this hath no neare relation to that) bur a finall holding our a- 
gainſt , and reſiſting the whole office of the Holy Ghoſt, and all thoſe gra- 
cious methods conſequent to it, 

To which I ſhall only adde in reference to- my p—_ purpoſe (thar 
there may be no place of doubting even to him which will not receive my 
interpretation of this place) that even by thoſe which conceive it to be ſome 
ſpeciall kind of finne, yer the unpardonablenefle of it is acknowledged to 
ariſe from thence,thar it is impeſlible for any ſuch to repent , yer not for 
any 
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any that repens to find pardon and mercy, which is ſuſſicient for the con= 
Er.nation of my preſent propuſition, 

'Tis true indecd , that he thar is fold a ſlave of finne , che unrcgenerate 
carnall man, is, whilſt he is ſo, in a moſt hopelcfle, comfortleffe eſtate, and 
if he have any naiurall conſcience left him, it muſt needs be a kind of tcind 
and fury with him, No peace to ſuch wicked, ſaith my God, and it is as true 
that the recovery of ſuch a man our of the grave of rotennefle, that Lazar- 
ſtare in finne, is a miracle of the firſt magnitude, a work of greateſt difficul. 
ry (Chriſt groanes arthe raiſing of him that was 4 dayes dead and putrified in 
the grave) and coſts the finner much dearer to be raifed our of it. Saul is 
(trucke down inhis march towards Damaſcus, blind and trembling before his 
converſion; but yet ſtill when this converſion is wrought, he may have a good 
Co:ſcience what ever his foregoing fins were. 

And although the Apoſtles Cenſure Heb.6, 6. and 10. 26, light yet hea- 
vier upon thole who after the knowledge of the truth and guſt of the life to 
come, and participation of the holy ſpirit relapſe to their former ſinnes, it be- 
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ing thzre affirmed that there is no poſſibility to renew them,or(as the Greeks aizyguyi- 
read it) for them to renew or recover to repentance, and conſequently the ſa- <2 


cri fice for finne [3x 57 dawaeime rad] no longer belonging to or remaining for 
them,yct doth not this hinder the truth of che preſent propoſition; for 1 thoſe: 
places to the Hebrews belong nor to the fins of the unregenerare life, which 
only now we ſpeak of, bur of the relapſe after the knowledge of the truth, 
2. even in thoſe places ſpeaking of thoſe linnes , the dorine is not , thar 
there ſhall be any difficulty of obtaining pardon for them upon repentance, 
(for the Subjz& of the Apoftles Propofirions is the &Þgmavyrys and duap- 
raroyTgs men conlidered exclufiyely to repentance , as abiding in finne un-- 
reformed impenitent, and to ſuch we designe not to allow mercy) bur that 
this is ſo great a grieving and quenching of the ſpitit of God, that it becom- 
cth very difficulc, and in ordinary courſe :mpoſſib/e for them that are guilty 
of it t9 repent, -maty al 2 xgniC ea tis UeTEvoray {gain to (Ecover forepentance: 
It being juſt and ordinary with God upon ſuch sinnzs of thoſe to whom he 
hath given grace, to withdraw that grace againe, according to his method 
and cexconomy cf providence expreſt in the parable of che talents, [ from him 
that hath not made uſe ofthe grace or talent given, ſhall be taken away even 
that which be hath} and wiſd. 1. 5. the boly Spirit of diſciplime will not abide 
where un-ighteouſneſſe cometh in; and ſo being thus deprived of that grace 
it is conſcquently impoſſible that thoſe ſhould a"raxguifew , in a neurrall 
ſenſe renew and 7ecove-,or in an aftive reciprocall renew or recover them. 
ſelves to repentance, though yer for God to give a new ſtock of grace itis not 
impoilible, bur only a thing which he hath nor by revealed promiſe obl'ged 
himſclte to do; andtherefore wherher he will docitor no, is meetly in his own 
hand and difpositive power , and that which no man hath ground to hope 
and title ro challenge from him.All which notwithſtanding our preſent pro- 
position ſtands firm, that where there is repentance, or truc thorow chan e. 
thoſe former retraſted as or habits are reconcileable with good Conlci- 
ence. 
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The fecond this, that Sinnes of weakneſſe of all kinds , whether firſt , of 
Ignorance, or ſccondly, of naturall infirmity, the one for want of light , the 
other for want of grace, or thirdly, of ſuddaine ſurreption , ſuch as both by 
the law of [Si quis precipitt caloze) inthe Code of T:ſtinian, and by the mu- 
nicipal laws.of moſt nations,are matter of extenuarion to ſome crimes, to diſ- 
charge them from capita]l puniſhment, at leaſt to make them tapable of par- 
don, or fourthly, of dayly continuall incurſion, cither for want of ſpace to 
deliberate atall, or becauſc ir is morally impoilible ro be upon the guaid to 
be deliberate always, (opere in longo fas eſt obrepere ſomnum) or fiftly, which 
through leviry of the matter paſtes by undiſcerned, and the like, are Wrecon- 
cileable with a good conſcience, becauſe againe, be a man never {© ſincerely 
reſolute and infuſtrious in endeavour to abſtaine fiom all finne , yet as long 
as he carries fleſh about him, (which is ſuch a principle of weaknefl>, thator-= 
dinarilyin the New Teſtament, the word fleſh, is ſet to fignific weakneſje) 
ſuch weakneſles he will be ſubje&rto, ſuch frailties will be ſure to drop trom 
him. This, I remember , Parifenſis illuſtrates handſomely , fiſt , by the 
fimilinde of anarmed man provided with ſtrength and prowefle, and wreſt- 
ling with another in lubrice, on a ſlippery ground, who hgh neith-r wea- 
pons nor firengrh nor courage fail- hy, yet may he very probably tall , the 
flipperineſle ot the footing will betray him to that ; or ſecondly by an hotſe- 
man mounted on an unmanaged or tender-mouth'd horſe, who cannot with 
all his skill and camion ſecure himſclf: from ail miſadycntures, the beaſt 
may upon a check com: over with him, or getting the bit imo the mouth 
1a:ze into the enemies quarters ; or thirdly, by a City rth:t is provided 
for a licge with workes, and men, and viQtuals, and ammunition, :nd yet by 
a treac}1210us pany within may be berrayed 1mo the cnemics hands ; there 
is a principle ,o* weakneſle within Like tha: Nippery pavement, that render- 
mouthed beaſt, that infidious party which will make us ſtill lyable to ſuch 
miſcarriages, iand no:hing in this contr-ry either to conrage or diligence, 
to reſolution, or endeavour, And.for ſuch as thele frailtics, ignorances, in- 
firmities, &c, Sorthey be 1:houred againft, and the meancs of preventing or 
ovcrcomming them fincerely uſed (which if it be done, you ſhall find | At 
dayly wain in you, and if they doe nct fo in ſome meaſure, you have reaſon 
to ſulpeR, and to double your diligence) rhere is fure mercy in Chriſt to 
be had, obtaineable, by dayly confeflion and ſorrow, and prayer for forgive- 
netic of treſpaſles) without any compleat cenqueſt. >rchieved over them in 
this life, It being Saint Pauls affirmation, very exattly and critically ſer 
downe, Rom. 6, that Chriſt tymoy 1h anuray go confer d aidus, WE 
being weake, dyed for the ungodly, to note the univerſal benefit of his death 
for ſuch week ones and ſuch finnes as theſe ro which meer weakneſſe berrayes 
them. The very dofrine which from that rext at the beginning ot our refor- 


Hoope/. mation our Reyerend Biſhop Martyr did affert in his cxcellent Preface to his 


ex plication of the needuarages ons; 


C AI. To which purpoſ: I ſhall onely adde one proofe more , taken from the 


7% ao4x0p or rationall importance of Saint Paxyls exhortation Rom. 15. 1. 
we that are firong, ſaith be, wuft beare the weakneſſes, ed Swiggm, of them 
, which 
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which are not [irong, £ Suvamuy, and not pleaſe our ſelves, tor v.3. Chrift did 
not ſo, but &c, which reaſon ſure muſt come home to borh parts,rhe affirma« 
tive as well as the negative (cr clſc the Logick will not be good) and fo the 
affirmative be that Chriſt bare the infirmities of the weake;and o again v.7, 
[aegowailt To heredl _—_ ro the ſame matter he took 1s up when we were 
tous fallen. 1 might adde more, bur I hops rather thar I have faid too nuch 
in ſo plaine a point, and abundantly evinced the irreconcileableneRte of ſuch 
frailties with a good conſcience. ; = 

A third thing is, that The /uſting of the fleſh againſt the ſþ171t 18 reconcile- 
able with a good conſcience, ſo it be in him that walketh im the fþi1t, obeys 
the deſires and diartes of thar,and fu!filleth not the Iuſts of the fleſb, Gal, 5. 
16, 17. There is no ſpiritually good thing thar a man ever doth in his life, 
but the fleſh hath ſome murinyings, luftings, and objections again? ir, there 
being ſuch a contrariety betwixt the commands of Chriſt and the deſires of 
the fleſh, that no man, which hath thoſe two within him , doth che things 
that he would. (For fo tis, jva ju) mwinrs that you dee not not that you cannor 
doe) [The things that he would} (1, e. the things, which cither he reſolves 
ro *y or takes delight in) thoſe he doth nor, 3, e.cither purely withour ſome 
mixture, or ſtill without ſome oppoſition of the contrary, or (as _ the 
place may be rendred) this oppohtion of rheſe wwo one againſt another ren- 
deth to this, that we may not ; 86 ,or to hinder us from doing every thing that 
we would, as indecd we ſhould doe, wererherc not that oppoſition within our 
owne breſts, Thisis the meaning of that 17 verſe, which notwithſtanding it 
followes verſe 18. that if we be led by the ſpirit, if that be viRtorious over 
the contrary pretender (as it may, though tother luſt againſt it) if the pro- 
duRion be not works of rhe fleſb adultery ,&c.v.19. bur the f7uit of the ſpirit 
love,peace,&c.v.22. againſt ſuch there is no law, no, condemnation, no accuſa- 
tion,of conſcience here, or hereafter. | 

For it muſt be obſerved, thar there is great difference betwixr ths luſting 
of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit in them that are /ed bytbe ſþirit,Gal,5. and rhe 
wairing of the law in the membe;'s againſt the law in the mind, which bring- 


eth into captivity to the law of ſin, z. e, to itſelfe, Rom.7. For thoſe in whour- 


that latter is to be found, are there ſaid to be carnal, ſold under finne (as 2 
flave was wont ſub bafta to be fold) and ſo a4; Van ozpu3s t> be led by the 
fleſh and fulfill the luſts of the tleſh,which is of all things moſt unreconcile- 
able with that mans ftate,againſt whom there is no condemnation in Chriſt , 
Rom.8.1. and ſo with a good Conſcience. 
- And if the reſiſtance of the minde,or the law morall, of the firit, or thic 
law Chriftian, be ſufficient te excuſe that ation or habituall courſe which is 
commirted and lived in,in oppoſition to both of theſe, or while both of theſe 
check and contradi@t then ſure are fins againſt conſcience become (if not the 
moſt cxcuſable ſinnes, yer) che more excuſable for rhis,thar rh-y are againſt 
conſcience ; that woulding or contending of the mind,or the law of the mind 
being no other bur the difate of the inftrufted conſcience, (in them which 
know the law, Rom. 7. 1, which he that obeyes nor, bur followes the law or 
command of fin 2gaigſt ir,hach no: ſure a good conſcience,in our ſecond ſence 
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as that fignifies a Conſcience of well-doing or ws 4. nothing againſt rule of 
Conſcience, for taar this man in te/98/n4s 15 ſuppoſed to doe, 

Having now proceeded thus farre in the aſhrmative part in ſhewing whar 
Sinnes are reconCileable with a good Conſcience, I ſhould *now procced to 
the negative part and ſhew what are not reconcileable therewith. Bur be- 
fore I advance to that , there is one claſſiser head of sinnes , about which 
there is ſome queſtion and difficulty of reſfolving,to v hich of the extreames 
it ſhould be reduced, #. 2. whether it be reconcileable , or tinreconcilcable 
witha good Conſcicnce, And that is the single Commilſſion of ſome a& of 
knowne sinne, which hath not the Apology of wcaknefle to excule it , and 
yet is not indulged or persiſted,or continued in, (for of thoſe that are ſo,you 
ſhall hear anon in the 8 Proposition) but without delay retra&ted by humili- 
ation and reformation; For the ſtating and fatisfying of which it will be ne- 
cefliry firſt, to 5blerve that 

Any ſuch a& of wilfull sinne Firſt , hath in it ſelfe a being , and ſo is 
Soar of a notion abſtrated from the retraQion of it. Yea ſecondly , is a 
work of ſome time, and though ir be never fo ſuddenly retrafted by repen- 
rance , yer ſome ſpace there is before that retraQtation ; and ifwe ſpeak of 
that time or ſpace , there is no doubr , but that a@t , firſt , js contrary to 
good conſcience, and contratts aguilr, and conſequent to that, the difpleaſure 
of God and obligation to puniſhment , which nothing but repentance can 
do away ; yea and ſecondly, is a naturall means of weakning that habit of 

"0d, of ſauciating and wounding the ſoule, and for that time putting ir in 
a bloody direfull condition, and ſhould God before repentance ftrike, for 
ought. we know there would be no remitlion, and -{-, feartull would be the 
end of char ſoulc. 

But then ſecondly, if before God thus visir in juſtice, repentance inter- 
poſe, (as in this preſent caſe we —_— it doth) it this plank be caught hold 
on inſtantly upon the ſhipwrack, if he that hath commurced this at of car= 
nality, &c. lye not down (after the manner of the Grecian horſes in Sainr 
Ambzroſes expreſſion, qui cum ceciderint, quandam tencat quietis & patien- 
tie diſciplinam, are taught, when they fallin the rac? not to _— 07 endea- 
vour ?0 get up again, lye ſtill on the ground with-great ſti/neſſe and patience) 
walk not after the flijh,Ro.8.1. Then preſenily is he ſer righr again in Gods 
tavour, upon {pertormance of the ſolemnities, as it were , payment of the 
fees of the Court) humiliation, contrition, confeſſion , and lowly ſupplica- 
tions ro GoJ for pardon in Chriſt, and fo then to him thus repaired there is 
9 condemnation; beſide the foremenrtioncd cftefts that attended that sinne ar 
the time there isno future arrear behind in the other world, 

Az for the other cffe& of finne in this life, the'waſting of the Conſcieuce 
or provoking of God ro withdraw his grace; though any ſuch a& of wilfull 
Sinne may juſtly be thought to do that alſo in ſome degree, firſt, to ſtop God 
from going on 1n his current of liberality,and ſecondly, ro caſt us back from 
that plenitude and abundance , which before in the riches of Guds bounty 
in Chriſt was afforded , and ſo much weaken our ftock of grace , leave 
ws much more infirme then wee were before the C mores ch ; yer _ 
fin 
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find nor any threat in Scripture that God will , upon this provocation ot 
one single a& nor persiſted in , preſently withdraw all grace , bur we have 
reaſon to hope what the Article of our Church ſuppoſes , thac 1n this caſe he 
leaves ſufficient graceto enable that child of his, that thus ſalls, by that his 
grace to return again. : 

And if that ſad preſage, Heb, 6.6. ſeem to any to withſtandthis, the an- 
ſwer will be promptand eaſy, by obſerving that the word gÞgmeiynrs, there 
[the fallers away] Signifies more then ſome one $ingle a& of sinne preſent- 
ly retra&ted againe, cven a generall Apoſtacic in their pradtice, (if not in 
their faith) a return totheir tormer unregenerate sinnes, (as the phraſe eu- 
mdKeres 'TIavra', | they being entangled are overcome] notes 2 Pet. 2. 20, 
a placz perfe&ly parale)l rothis, and) as in this place the ancients have ge- 
nerally interpreted. And then though ſuch indulgence in sinne ſuch rets.- 
2'ng tothe vemit or mire againe in that other place , doe provoke God to 
withdraw his grace necef{ary to enable them 'to repent , yea and caft them 
back into a worſe cſtate then they were in, not onely before ſuch ſinning, 
bur even before their converſion, 2 Pet.z. 20. Yet that God will fo punith 
with torall deſertion any one aQ or commiſlion preſently retrated againe, 
it is not affirmed here nor any where elſe, that I have obſerved , but rather 
on the contrary, that he will viſit them with chaſtiſements which are a grace 
and a mcanes to recall them, withour any utter forſaking or taking of his 1o- 
ving kindneſſe from them, Vial 89. 33.35. 

T hat this matter may be throughly cleared, I ſhall ſuppoſe this objeRion 
made againſt what hath kitherto been ſaid of it, that ir may ſeem by this do- 
Qrine, [that the regenerate man may bee under Gods diſpleaſure] that hee 
that remaines ſanRified may be unjuſtified, for ſo he will be, if all his ſinnes 
be not forgiven him, which they are nor, if this aQ of fiane nor yer repented 
of, be not forgiven. In anſwer tothis, I (hall rcinforce my affirmation, th-t 
of neceſſity it muſt be granted, if we b-lieve the Scripture, that any ſuch a& 
of ſinne unretraQted by repentance , doth certainly ſtand upon the ſinners 
ſcore unremitted ; forthat God (as ſome affirme) doth at the firſt aR of 
my being juſtified , forgive all my finncs not only paſt , preſent , bur alſo 
future too 3 cannot be ſaid, but upon a ſuppoſition that thar man will ne- 
ver commit any ſuch ſinne againſt which < Goſpell threatens periſhing, 
3, e. any deliberate preſumpruous finne, (which ſuppoſition if it were truc, 
would inferre an impollibility of the regeneratc mans thus finning, not an 
aſlurance of kis pardon without (or abſtracted from the consideration of 
his repentance, which is the only point , in hand) for if he doe, then upon 
confeilion and ferſaking there is promiſe of mercy , and nor otherwiſe ; and 
in bricfe, without repentance there is no remiflion : and therefore ir is ob» 
ſerveable, that they which thus affirm , find themſclves enforced to fly to 
Gods omniporence and immensity, to whom all things are preſent ; by help 
of which they can conceive and reſolve that at the time of that sinnes being 
upon him unrepented of , God yet ſecing his furure repentance as preſent, 
may ſeale his pardon, and then may by the ſame reaſon co fo alſo before 


the commiſſion ; the weaknefle of which arguing , Iſhall no farther de . 
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monſtrate then by this r-joynder, that by the ſame reaſon ir might be ſaid, 
that a man is juſtified beforc he is borne, which yer the objeQors doe nor af- 
firme, bur that at the time of his firſt converſion, be it at ſuch a Sermon or 
the like, he was juſtificd, and then all his fins paſt, preſent, andto come for- 
iven him, which is as contrary roche notion of all things being preſent with 
God as to ſay that this a of commiſhon is nor forgiven till it be repented 
of, for ſure the time before that mans birth,and the time after it, are as truly 
preſent to God before all ercrnity,as the time of this commiſſion and that re- 
pentance, 
The onely way for us ro underftand our ſelves or any thing that belongs 
to Gods ations concerning us, is tlatwhich the Scripture ſuppoſes and com” 
mands us to walk in,not the way of Gods ſecret counlels, { which if we knew, 


© were no longer lectet) not the way of Gods immenfity, (which if it were in- 


telligible by us, were not imm:nfity) bur the way of his revealed will which 
is,that whenſoever the finner repenteth him of his finae, and amends his life, 
he ſhall have his fin blotted out and put ot of Gods remembrance, 1, e. for- 
given unto him and not tillthen : and ro ſuppoſe he may have remiflion be- 
tore ſuch repentance, isto ſuppoſe God perjured who iweares he ſhall nar, 
and to lay falfity ro the charge of the whole Goſpel, which reſolves, Except 
ye repent, ye ſball all periſh. 

To all rhis I might farther adde that Gods juſtifying the faithfull man, 
is the approving his fdelicy upon tryall of ir, and fo acquining him (upon a 
Hu or probation) from ſuſpicion of hypacrifie, pronouncing him faithful, 
or Eyangelically righteous, and upon that, ewning him as a friend, entring 
into League with him, as miight appeare by Gods juſtifying Abraham and 
calling him friend (in the ſenic wherein they are Chriſts friends, which doe 
whatſoever be commands them, ſo approve themſclves unts him) if ic were 
now ſeafonable to examine that buſfinetle, This being ſuppoſed, it would be 
moſt evident, that ſuch an a& of knowne deliberate finne committed in rime 
of tryall, is quite contrary to juſtification, even as contrary as Abrahams re- 
fuſing to belceve Gods promiſe firſt, or after to ſacrifice 1/aac,you may ſup- 
poſe would have been. Of whichthe leaſt that can be ſaid, will be this, thar 
luch a failing is a ſhrewd blemith to ſincerity, which will make ir neceflary 
for him that is guilty of ir, turepaire his credit with God by expreſſing agrear 
ſence of his miſcarriage ,and by many future performances of conſtancy, and 
reſolution, if ever he hope to be approved, or juſtified by bim, 

Bur now having thus far confirmed this, and fo rather ftrengthned, then 
weakned the ebjoiion, the next thing I ſhall delire may be obſerved is this, 
that every non-rcmiſlion of a finne for ſome tim, every dif] | _—_ of Gods, 
every not-imputing to rightcouſneflie, is not an urter intercifion of juſtificati. 
on, 15 not a calling all the former forgorten finnes to remembrance, for to 
ſuch oncly an Apoſtacy, or continued falling away from God berrayes the 
ſoule. For,the whole current of my life may approve my fidelity ro God, 
though ſome one aQion be very contrary to it : Nay ſecondly, a Fa- 
ther may b2 diſplcaſed with his Sonne for ſome one faulr, and yer 
nor difinherit him, nay upon farther provyocaticn he may caft him m 
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of his family , and yer afterward rec:ive him into it againe, 

So that there are three __ o>ſeryab'e in this marter, firſt diſplea- 
ſure, ſecondly wrath, thirdly tury, Firſt withdrawing of the Fathers tayour, 
ſuſpenſion of pardon, fo tis in caſe of any ſuch ſingle a& of linne preſently 
repentcd of,confidered before its retraftation. Second, caſting our of the fa- 
mily,rotall interciſion of mercy for that preſent, ſo tis in caſe ot ſuch fin per- 
fſted in indulgently. Third,utter finall irreverſible abdication, fo tis in caſe 
of finall obduration. 

This may be illuſtrated, 1, by a vulgar, then by an ecclefiaſticall reſem. 
blance. Among friends x. there may be a matter of quarrell,diſlike diſplea- 
ſure,and one friend juſtly frowne upon the cther,yea and keep ſome diſtance 
from him,and be really angry withhim, for ſome a of injury done by him, 
contrary co the lawes of friendthip which nll he hath ſame way repaired ,the 
friend may juſtly not pardon him, and ſo abſtcine for that preſent from the 
former degree ot familiarity with him : bur then 2. the inju-': us friend may 
continue as injurious ſtill, and go on and perfiſt in that coutic of falſenefle 
or un{riendlineſſe, and then the injur'd friend wholly forfakes his company, 
breaks off thoſe bands of triendſhip with hima, yet fo as that upen the cthers 
relenting and amending, he may yet zgaine retwrne to him, and {o that to- 
tall ſeparation prove no finall one, 3. there is, upon obdur;tion or no man- 
ncr of rclenting, a finall irreverſible breach. 

The cccleſfiaſticall reſemblance is,that of the three degrees of excommuni- 
cation amepg, the Jewes, the firſt or loweſt, was n1ddut ſeparation, not totall 
turning out of either ſacred or civili fociety, but rcmotion to a diſtance, thar 
the effender ſhould not come within foure Cubirs of any other,and ſo.be de- 
nyed the peace of the Church, and the familiar kind of communion, which 
cthers enjoy. Above this rhere was cherem which was a totall exc'ulion or 
diſtermination with anathemas or execrations joy 1ed with ir, but yer was 
not finall , then third'y there was Schammatha giving up to deſtruion 
or deſolation, delivering up to Gods comming in judgement , and that was 
irreverſible. | 

Now for the full ſatisfying of the argument, (having already ſhewed you 
the ſtare of this oftender in rſpeR of juſtifica:ion) it will onely be neceflary 
to adde one thing more, that the ſtate of the ſame man as it ny pes ſanRif- 
cation,is parallc] and fully proportionable to the ftate as it reſpeReth juſti- 
fic.tion, and fo the obj. Rion will quite fall to the ground. 

To the clearing of which you muſt know that ſanQrfication may be con- 
ceived in adouble notion : I, as a gift of Gods, 2. as a duty of mans. To 
prevent miſtake;this I meanc, Gcd gives the grace of converfion and ſan- 
Qification, and he that is effe&ually wrought on by that grace, is converted 
and ſanCtified, this is it which 1 meane, by the firſt notion of ſanRification , 
as it is a gift of Gods : But the man thus converted and ſanRhied, 3. e. thus 
_—_— on and cftectually changed by che Spirit of God, is bound by the 
Goſpl-law, tooperate according to this principle, to.uſe this talent, and this 
is called, to bave grace, Heb.12.28 4. c.:0 make uſe of i 10 the purpoſe there 
ſpccificd of ſerving God evapicas (i. e, cither well pleaſedly, — _ 
ng'y, 
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lingly, or well pleaſingly, ſo as God may and will accept) i# righteouſneſſe 
and godly feare,according to the notion of Having ia t c parable of the ta- 
lents, where us ſaid that to him that hath ſhall be given, 3. e. io him which 
raakes ule of the talent intruſted to him, operates accordingly, doth whar 
that enables him to doe, oftends nor againſt it by idlenefle,or by commiſiion 
of contrary finncs, which he that doth, is the #on habens, he that hath not 
chere, from which ſhall be taken away,Sc. 'And this having of grace is it 
which I m:anc by the ſecond notion of 1anctification, as it is a duty of mans, 
which I conceive is meant by the Apoſtle, when he faith, this zs the will of 
God, even your Santiification, and he which bath this bope purifies bimſelf, 
and let ws cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſſes perfefting holineſſe, all which 
places ſuppoſe the thing ſpoken of, to be the duty of man which by the help 
of Chriſt ſt7engthning him, he is able ro performe, and therefore upon the 


- ſuppoſicion of Gods working in him both to will and to doe,to will, by ſanc- 


tifying, to doe, by aſliſting grace, he is incited and exhorted by th2 Apo- 
ſtle,to work out his ewne ſalvation. 

This being thus cleared, twill beeafily granted in the ſecond place, thar 
every ſuch att of deliberate commiſſion as we now ſpeak of, 1s contrary 
to ſanctification in this latter notion, contrary to the duty of the ſancriticd 
man, from which breach of duty it was,that we bound him before under thar 
guilt, which nothing but repentance could rid him of, and if you mark ir, 
chat is the onely thing which contracts a guilt, the doing ſomew hat contrary 
to duty, and 1o the want of this ſecond notion of Sanctification ir is, the want 
of ſanciifi.d operations, which interpoſes any rubs in the bulincfle of cur 
juſtification, and not ſo properly that wherein God unelſy was concerned, his 
not giving grace , guilt being till a reſult from ſinne, and finne being a 
breach of the law, a contraricty to duty and not to guilt ; and though he 
that hath not reccived the gift of ſanctitication be nct juſtified, yer the cauſe 
of his non-juſtification then, is not, in proper ſpeaking, Go4s not having 
given him grace ro ſanRifie, (tor that is buta negative thing, and cannce 
produce non- juſtification , which is in efte& a poſitive thing by interpreta- 
tion, ſignifying condemnation, two negatives making an affirmative , non- 
juſtifying being non-remirting ot finne, and that the aftuall imputing of ic 
wo cond:mnation) but the fines of his form:r and preſent impenitent un- 
\:nKikied life. 

This alſo bing thus cleared, I- ſhall oncly adde a third thing, and 
then conclude this matter, that in the ſame proportion that any ſuch a& of 
ſinne duth unjuſtifie, it doth unſancrific alſo, z. e. ſhake and waſte, though 
not utrtrly deſtroy, that ſanctitied ſtate that before the man was in, by the 
gift and grace of God. 

For as there were three degrees of provocation in the marter of juſtificari. 
on, ſo are there alſo in thisof ſancuification, the firſt, grieving the Spirit of 
God, Eph.4.30.rcliſtirg ir, traſhing of (od in his courſe of grace and boun- 
ty towards us, putting our ſclves under niddxi,as it were, in reſpect of Gods 
grace, as well as his favour, and ſo weakning our ſtock of ſanctity, and 
this the deliberate act of finne may be thought to doc, The ſecond, is 
quenching 
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grenching of the Spirit, 1 The/.5.19. w_gy quite our, 7ebe/{ing and vex- 
ing bus baly Spirit, If. 63 . 10. a totall extinction « the 

brings the preſent curſe, »r anathema along with it ; and this is not done by 
one lin nor perſiſted in, bur onely by a habir or indul ent courſe of ſin ; and 
the third,is the deÞighting, or doing deſpight to the Firi of grace, Heb, 10. 
29. that which is proportioned to Schammatha , that makes rhe finall ir- 
reverſible ſeparation berweene us and Gods fanRifying grace, the firſt 
did not wholly deprive the finner of all grace, no nor of ſufficient 
to enable to rep:n: : the ſecond, did ſo for the preſent ; -the third did fo 
finally alſo. ; 

If you will now demand what are the effeQts and conſequents of thar dif- 
pleaſure of God, which this ſingle aft of fin brngs upon the oftender ; 1 an- 
ſwer, thar I have in ſome meaſure anſwered that already, ſhewed you ar the 
beginning many lugubrious effeRs of 3r and if thar be ner ſufficient to ſa- 
risfie you, or to ſhew the non=remiſlion of ſuch finne till it te recrafted by 
repentance, I ſhall then proceed one degree farther yer,to tcl you, 

That th: method of Gods dealing in Fiis caſe (of fach ſingle a&s of com- 
miſſion) ſcem:th by the Scripture to be after this manner. Upon any ſuch 
commiſſion, Satan is wont to accuſe that man befere God, [ſuch or ſuch a 
regenerate child of thine is falne into ſuch ain, and ſo into my hands as the 
li8or) then to defire, or require ſolemnly ,to bave bim to winnow,by infli- 
ing puniſhments upon him and God yeelds many times t2 this derhand of Sa- 
tans, delivers the off:nder up ts him in ſome limired manner. x 

To which delivering though temptations (or afflitions which ordinarily 
are ſignified by remprations in > + my] mg conſtantly conſequent, yer nor 
utter deſertion or withdrawing of grace, t allowing of ftrengrh ſuſficicne to 
viſtory,Jvrawy WV Va3!s)x4iv, ability to beare, 1. Cor. 10. 13. axCamy, pa(- 
ſage out of thoſe difficulticsin that ſame plaec, apxaemy yaw, ſufficient grace, 
2. Cor. 12. 9. and ailiſtanceof his ſaith, thar it faile not totally, (which is the 


"importance of Chriſts having prayed for Peter, Luk. 22. 32. his interceſſion 


being a powerfull interceſſion ( as may appeare by his [Fatber, I knew that 
thou beareſt mealwayes, 1ob. 11. 24] and fo in efte&, the obtaining from his 
Father, and aRuall conferring on bis Diſciples the grace which he prays for) 
And therefore itis obſervable, that as thoſe which are thus accuſed and de= 
manded by Satan are generally ſuch as, were irnot for this preſent particular 
commiſſion, would paſle both with God and him, for faichful! Diſciples ,and 
good Chriftians,andtherfore do til retain thar title (as appears by the word 
& Ppor , when Saran is called the accuſes of them, Rev. 12. 10. ygriyp@- 
d Satay, the accuſer of the bretheren,or the faithfull, ir ſxemsthey are taith- 
full till, chough they have been guilty of ſome act, for which he thus accu- 
ſeth them, andſs he 1s called ay7j)x@-yuh,r Pet.s.8. the plaintiffe orene- 
my ,&y Nxn,of you. e. the elef,to whom he writes,c.1.1.) ſo the end of yecld- 
Ing to Satans requeſt in delivering them up to him is allo f-therly and graci- 
ous iv: muSd rom, that they may be diſciplined, or taught not to blaspheme, 
1 Tim.I. 20. iva cy7paen , that he may be aſhamed, 2. Theſ. 3. 14. Tye 
74s own , that the ſpirit may be ſous, I. Cor, 5. 5. Whereuponir _ 
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that the Fathers ſo clearly reſolve it far bcteer, and mare cligible to be deli- 
vered up to Satan, then to be delivered up to ones ſclfe, or ones owne affe- 


| Rions or deſires; the firſt of them being the ordinary puniſhment of ſome ' 


a&, or a&ts of ſinne on pur oſe ro recall tO repentance z the ſecond being 
the great plague of ſpirituall deſertion, inflited on indu)gent continuess in 
fn ohm firſt of them a mark of their not-yer-rotall abdication, their continu 
ance in ſonne-ſhip whem God thus chaſtens here, that he may not cendemne 
them with the world ; the ſecond, cf.h:ir being cut off from that preroga* 
tive, whom God thus forſakes. ; JH ; 

To which purpoſe,of Goes dealing mercifully with his ſervants in caſe of 
fingle ureſpaſits preſently retrafed by repentance, (fo farre as not to inflit 
any grand ſpirituall puniſhment upon them, ſuch as abſolute deſertion, or 
utter difinherizon) I conceive an Image repreſented to us in Chriſts com- 
mand to his Diſciples,how of: they ſhould forgive the treſpaſſing brother, 
Luk 17.4.1f be treſpaſſe againſt thee ſeven times a day,and ſeven times a day 
returne againe to thee, ſaying, I repent, thou ſhalt forgive ; where treſpaſſing 
ſeven times is a phraſe, for [how ofc ſvever he treſpaſle] the word [[ forgive] 
notes the obligationto puniſhment without torgivenefſe, and the interpofing 
the word [Repent] proportioned to every trebaſſe, ſhewes rhe neceſity of 
that condicicn to waſh eff thar guilt 3 and the word [Tx;ne] prefixt to. that, 
argues the Repentence unavailable, if it containe nct twneg in itz upon 
which, forgiveneſle being there commanded, if we ſhall now adde that other 
Place Mat.6.36. where Gods mercy to us 15 made the mcaſure of our mercy 
to our brethren, the argument will come home to prove that Gad doth; ſo 
deale with us, andconſequently that every ſuch a of finne contraRsa guilr, 
which is never pardoned but upon repentance, that upon the ſpeedy perfor- 
mance of that duty the patient is preſerved from any heavy ſpirituall puniſh» 
menr,which would otherwiſe attend that fin, 

What werhave hitherto ſaid on this particular , will ſhew the danger of 
every a& of d:libcrate finae, and yer withall the d.fterence berwixe ſuch 
fiagle as preſently rctrafted by repentance, and the like Rn Or CON« 
tinued in. To which purpoſe it will be worth the while to behold what we 
finde recorded of David. He, we know, had been guilty of ſeyerall a&s of 
ſinne, markt and cenſured in the Word of God ; and ſome of them ſuch, 2s 
for them he was in a manner delivered up to Satan t5 be contumeliouſly 
uſed (as he ſeemes to conceive from Shime:'s curſing of him, 2 Sam. 16.10. 
For Shimci being an inftrument of Sarans incurſing, and Satan thereto per. 
micted by God upon ſome crime, for which he had accuſed him tro God, he 
there calls it, Gods ſaying t# Shimei, Curſe David,) And yet becauſe hecon- 
tinued not with indulgence in any of them, (his heart preſently ſmicing him, 
as in the caſe of numbring the people, and recalling him to inſtant refor- 
mation) ſave onely in that concerning W714h the Hittite (wherein it appears 
that he continued necre the ſpace of a yeere , from before the conceprion 


_ till after the birth of the child, as is cleare by the time of Nathans com- 


ming to him, 2 Sam.12.1.) tis therefore left upon record by Ged , Thar 
David did that which was right in the ſight of the Lord,and turned not aſide 
from 
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from anything that he. commanded him all the dayes of his life, ſave onely in 
the matter of 84h the Hitt:te, 1 King.1s.5. 

From whence although 1 ſhall not conclude, that God ſaw no other ſinne 
in David bur that in the matter of #/i4þ, {becauſe I know he faw and pu. 
niſht that of numbring the Pecple, and for that other though no: adted, yer 
deligned under oath againſt Naba!l. 1 Sam. 25. 22. Abigail diſcernes that ic 
was a cauſclefſe ſhedding of blood, and an a of revenge, v.31. (and ſo no 
ſmall finne in Gods fight) yet tis clearc, that the fin in the matter of # 1ab, 
that onely finne continued in for any long time, made another manner of 
ſeparation berweene God and David, contri.cted another kind of guilt, 
(an was a farre greater waſter to conſcience) then any of thoſe other 
more ſpecdily retracted fines did, was the encely remarkadle god draw- 
ing back , or turning afide from obedience to God, the enely grand 
deteRion , ſhaking oft Gods youe , and ſo the onely chaſme in his re- 
generate ſtate. | : 

Thcſe 4 Propoſitions being premited whereof 3 were affirmative, and this 
laſt of amiddle nature, Th: reſt will be negative; 4s 

Fifily, that Hypocrifie is not rcconcileable with a good conſcience, I mean 
not Hypocrific which confifts inthe m—_— trom the eyes of men the fins 
or fraiki:s he is guilty of : ter ſuppoſing c frailties to be what they are, 
3, e, acknowl:dging in them a guile proportionate to their nature, I cannot 
ſce why the bare Tikce to conceale them from the eyes of men (ſeparated 
from the (ins or frailties themſelves, and from any treacherous bf ne 11 
ſuch conccaling) ſhould be — ro ſuperadde any farther degree of guilt; 
when onthe other fide the publickneſle of a finne is an aggravation of it , 
makes irmore ſcandalous, andſo more criminous alſo. Ner againe doe I 
meane that hypocrifiz, which is the taking in any thought yvf the praiſe of 
men (and the like) in our Leſt ations: tor aslong as we have fleth abour 
us, ſomedegreesof this will goc neare ſometimes to inſtnuare themſelves , 
and then though they prove blemiſhes to thoſe beſt actions, andby anticipa- 
ting the payment and taking it here before hand, robbe us of that heavenly 
rewaid hereafter which would otherwiſe be rendred to us according ts thoſe 
works, yct ſtil being bur ſpots of ſons, reconcileable with a regenerate eftate, 
Cas the ſtraw and combuſtible ſuperſtruction, is (in Saiat Paul) compati- 
ble with the true ſubſtantiall foundation, ) they will be reconcileable 
with good conſcience alſo, which is alwayes commenturate to a regene- 
rare cſtate. ; 

Bur the hypocriſy which I meane, is, firſt, that which is oppoſite to (and 
compatible with) Sincerity : firſt, the deceiving of men, witha prerence of 
picty, putting off the moſt Un-Chriſtian fins, having no more of Chriftian'.. 
xy then will ſerve to miſchicve others, 3, e. onely the pretence of ir to diC- 
guiſc rhe poyſon of a bitter heart. Secondly ,the decciving of God, or thirdly, 
hisawne ioule nor dealing uprightly with cither, and nothing more contra. 
ry then this to a gaod conſcience. 

Secondly, the-maimed mutilate obedience, th: compounding betwixt God 
and Satan, the Samaritanes fearing the Lord and ſcrving their owne Gods, 
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zoyning others with God, and paying to them a reſpeR equall or ſuperiour 
Ty which they hay ro God, ſerving Mammon and God , or i 
more then God. Or ; 

Thirdly, the formall profeſſion, the 3jue or outfide- garbe of Godlineſſe, 
not joyning the inward, bur making a meer pageant of piery , denying the 
power thereof. Or . 

Fourchly, che hypocriſy ofthe wiſher and woulder, that could wiſh he were 
better then he is, could be well pleaſed to dye the death of the righteous , to 
have all the gainfull part , the revenue and crown of a good Conſcience, 
but will nor be at rhe —_ a — life I Or ; 

Fiftly, the hypocriſy ot the parriall. obedient , that is gggowmaizTys © 
duty, r $7 x. eaſy, mater plyable doArines of Chriſtianity , rac 


» 
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his God of that which cofts him nothing, will doe ſome things that have ng- 
thing contrary to padlions ingenerall, or particularly to his paſſions , like 


Herod that could heare Iohn Bapriſt gladly, be preſent ar as many Sermons 


as he could with, (and many the like painlefle performances) bur when the 
weighticr matters of the law expe& to be taken up alſo , cannot ſubmit to 
ſuch burthens. -Or 

Sixthly, the hypocriſy of the temporary, which abftaines onely as Tong as 
the puniſhment is ever his head, and awes him to it, or as _ as he meets 
with no temptations to the contrary; borh which what place they have in the 
death-bed repentanee even when ir is not onely a ſorrow for finne, bur a re 
ſolution of amendment alſo, I leave ir to be conſidered. Or © 

Seventhly, the hypocriſy of thoſe which commir evill that good may come 
of it, who venture on the moſt Vn Chriſtian lins for Gods glory , accept the 
perſon of the Almighty, doe injuſtice for his ſake, or rather ſuppoſe him im- 
potent, and tetch in the Devill or their owne vile luſts to relcive and afliſt 
GoJ1,ot v homthe Apoſtle pronounceth their damnation is juſt, Rom.z.8. Or 

Laſtly, the hypocriſy of him which keeps any one cloſe undepofited finne 
upon his ſoule. Theſe are cach of them comrary to ſome part of the ground 
of good Conſcience, to the foundation of Chriſtian confidence , ſome to the 
fince-ity, ſome to the reſolution , and ſome to the obedience, *ymwr in all, 
and ſome to the perſeverance which is abſolutely neceflary to the good Con- 
{cience. 

A fixth Propefirion is, that a ſupine wilfull courſe of negligence and 
ſloth, whether in durtics of mans particular calling,or more eſpecially in the 
duries of the generall calling as we are Chriſtians , that finne of dxyNfe, is 
not reconcileable with a good Conſcience , ( Omifſions being deſtruQtve, 
ſuch they may be as well as commiſlisns) whether it be omiſſion of the per- 
formance ot morall or Chriſtian precepts(Chrifts improvements of the Law 
in the Sermon on the Mount, being net onely as Counſells,but Precepts ob- 
ligatory to Chriſtians) cr whether it be onely the wilfull ſupine flothfull 
negleRing the meanes of knowledge, ſuch as are agreeable to my courſe of 
lite : Or the neglcRing to make uſe of thoſe meanes which arc neceflary to 
cnable me to ger our of any finne : (One a of which nature was by _ 
note 
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noted and cenſured 1n his Diſciples, Their not faſting and praying to caft out 
that Devill that would not otherwiſe be caſt out.) Or the nocavo _ ſuch 
occaſions which are apr to betray me ts ie; Suchats as theſe, are ho ;hriſt 
ſaith to thoſe Diſciples, atts of ſaithleſneſſe and perverſeneſſe, Mat. 17, 17. 
and coſequ:ntly the continued courſe of them contrary co the linceriy ot en- 
deavour, and {o unreconcileable with a good conſcience. 

The ſeventh Propofition is, that all habituall cuſtomary obdurate finning 
is unreconcileable utcerly with a good Conſcience. I adde the word [ Obdu- 
rate ] which ſignifies the hardning of the heart againſt the knowledge of the 
truth, againſt exhonations, againſt threats of Gods word, againſt checks of 
naturall Conſcicace , or illuminations of grace , againſt reſolutions and 
yowes to the contrary, for this will make any habit certainly unrecencileable 
with a good Conſcience ; Whereas it is poſſible that ſome Cuſtomary fin- 
- ning may be through ignorance of the duty, and that ignirance if it be nor 

contracted by ſome wiltulnefle of mine may be marter of excuſe to me , and 
ſo reconci!cable with a good conſcience by force of the ſecond Propeofition. 
But the obdurate holding out againſt Gods ſpirit , either knocking for . ad- 
mittance but not opened to, or checking and reſtraining from fin after cor.- 
verfion,and not harkned:o,refiſting all Gods methods of working on us and 
ſtill reſolutely walking after the fleſh, this is by no means reconcaleable with 
a good conſcience, nay nor any habit of fin ſimply taken (for that is exclu=- 
five of the habit of piery neceflary to the good coſcience) unl fle it have thar 
authenrique plea of faulclefle —_— roexcuſe ir. 

The cighth py is, that any deliberate preſumpruous a& or com- 
miJion of any lin, againſt which damnation,or not inheriting the Kingdome 
of hcaven, is pronounced in the New Teſtament,being not inunediately re- 
erated by repentance, humiliation,and all the eftefts of godly ſorrow, 2 Cor. 
7.11 is wholly unrecuncileable with a good conſcience. Such are Gal.5.19. 
Adultery, fornication, uncleannefſe, laſcivieuſneſſe, (foure diſtin degrees of 
inccntin2nce} Idolat,y, witchcraft, (two degrees of umpiety) hatred. Us 
ance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, ſedition, hereſies, envyings, murthers, (nine 
degrees of the pride of life, or that other branch of carnality flowing from 
Iv4ads, or the iraſcible faculty) drunkenneſſe, revelling, (the ſpree of intem- 
perance) and ſuch like:and the ſame with ſome variation and addition, x Cor. 
6.9,10. and Eph 5.5. Every one of theſe at the very commiſſion have the 
nature of precata ſauciantia, wounding the Sinner to the heart , letting our 
a = deale of good blood and yitall ſpirits, and weakning the habic of 
Chriſtian verrue, of pecceta clamaentia,cry'ng, ſins,the voice of confcience ſo 
wronged by them, calling to heaven for judgement againſt ſuch opprefleurs, 


or perhaps Satan carrying an accuſation thither againſt ſuch oftende1s ; and - 


if upqn. this they be not ſtraight retraRted by an earneft contricion, humili- 
ation and repentance, they then proceed tarther to be (any one a& of chem) 
peccata waſtantia conſeientiam,Sins waſting & deſpoiling the conſcience, be- 
traying to ſome ſadder puniſhment,even deſcrtion,and withdrawing of grace, 
anddclivering up to our ownhearts luſts, a conſequent of which are all vile 
alteQions, Rem.I, and that yg meg, — Heb.6.8. | 
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Juſt as it was the manner ct the Jewes Judicatures. He that was puniſhed 
by their 1YTJ ſeparation or epoggul; (not permirted to come neare any man 
within foure cubs) if he did noc thereupon thew and approve his repen« 


with their OV the anathemarion or cxecration , and ſometimes caſt into 
priſon. So is Gods dealing with the finner remaining impenitene for ſuch a 
ſpace, ſubſtraftion of Gods grace and ſpirit, the curſe of the Goſpel is his 
portion, 


For the clearing of which truth yer fattherr , twill be obſervable that the | 


danger that ariſes from one finne of the firſt magnitude, againſt which the 
ſentence is pronounced, that they who are guilty of ſuch, ſhall never inherir 
eternall life, is or may be to him thar after the nn of the truth re}zp- 
ſes into ir as great as that which is incurred by many letter finnes, or by a rc- 
lapfing into a generality of impure lifc, and thercfore the remaining in that 
one finne, will be as unreconcileable with a regenerate eſtate, as the remai- 
ning in many «her, and proportionably'on: at of ir :s noxious and waſt- 
ing to conſcience, as*apt to provoke God to withdraw his ſpirit, as many a&s 
ot thoſe lefier ſins, and though neuher any ſingle aR cither'of lefler or grea- 
ter ſinne in a fincere lover ct Chriſt, preſently retrafted, Cas it will b: if he 
continue ſo) doth ſo grieve, as to quench Gods ſpirit utterly , fo provoke 
God, as to make him wholly withdraw his grace and totally deſert him ; yer 
if that bne ſin te continuedin, favoured and indulged to, either by nultiply- 
ing more as of it,or by no: exprefling repentance for it by all thofe means 
which the Apoſtle requires of his inceftuous Corinthian, or which are na.- 
med as efie&s of godly ſorrow,z Co7.7.11. this direfull puniſhment of deſer. 
tiun isthen to be expeGted as the reward of any one ſuch finne , and from 
thence will follow any impoſlibiliry for that man fo difſerted ever to return 
10 repentance ag2in, Gods ſpeciallayd?, which is now withdrawne , 
abſulutely neceflary to that. 

Where yet of thoſe, that thus remain in any ſuch fin, there is ſome diffe.. 
rence ; For ſome that ſo remain in finne, dee fo remain tax they defire ner 
ro get out of it, hate to be retormed;others thoughenſnared ſo in fin that they 
cannot ger our, yetare very earneſt and follicitrous to find out ſome means > 
break through and eſcapeout of thoſe ſnares, and then this latter tate of ſoul 
though ir be nor ſufficient to give claime or right to mercy, (the viftory over 
the world, the aRuall forfaking of all fuch fins being neceflary to thar, and 
not only eur wiſhes that we were victoricus)yet is it a nearcrand more hopc- 
tull capaciry of the grace cf repentance, more likely to be blefled by the re- 
turning of Gods ſpirit enabling to repent , then that former ſtate of con 
remptuous continuers in the ſame fin appeares to be, 

For though in both theſe ſtates there is no repenting without Gods new 
gift of grace, and no abſolute promiſe that God will be fo gracious to ſuch 
ſinners, yet there is a place, 1 Tohy 5. 16. which makesadifference berweene 
finme unto death, and (inne not unto death (both of them ftates of impeni- 
renceand perſiſting in fin, bur differing asthe two latter degrees of excom. 
Y41icatton did among the Iewes, Cherers and Scarmatha both nating 2 to- 
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tall ſeparation, bur the latter a finall 
word intimatingdcath or deſolacion, giving up the sinner © divine venge- 
ance, as hopelefle or contumacious, in reference to which the phrale is here 
uſed, a sinne unto death, wheteas the other, of impenitence , not arrived to 
that deſp.rate contumasy, 15a Rtate of curſe under cherem and anathema, bur 
not unto dcath yer) and allowesthis privitedge tothe praycrs of faithfullmen 
for others, that os ſhall obtain life for thoſe that have ſinned not unto death, 
where that [the not being to death) of a Sinne , is to be taken notfromthe 
marrer of ihe $inne, but from the diſposition of the sinner , and fo from this 
_ desiring to get out, though he remain in ir, or ſomewh:e anſwerable to thar, 
might, if any doubt were made of it,be proved as by other arguments ſo by 
putting together the peculiar uſe of rhe word dugemyey in that Authour, for 
abiding and continuing in sinne, and the no extenuation that ſuch abiding is 
capable of (fo farre as tromake on: ſuch abiding fo much lefle then another 
ſuch abiding, as that one ſhould be called tg $wyany, the other not) ſave 
only this of wiſhing and heaving and labouring ro ger out, (wl.ich ſuppoſes 


alſs, and by the composition of the + 


ſome remainder of cxciting, though no: of SanRifying or ailifting grace) . 


while! the other goes on without any care or love or desire of reformation. 

Andrhough ſtill there be no promiſe that ſuch a relapſt unreformed sin- 
ners prayers ſhall be heard tor hinelfe upon that bare desire to ger our, 
which his praying for grace will ſuppole (there being no ſuch promiſe of 
grace to the relapft perton upon his prayer , as there 1s to any elſe) yer it is 
cleare from that place of Saint Toby, that this priviledge belongs ts the pray- 
ers of other faithiull penitents, for ſuch a more moderate degree of untaith- 
full impenitents upon their requeſt God will give ife to ſuch, i. e. ſucha 
degree of grace as thall be ſufficient to enable them to recover back to repen. 
tance, of which being mu them upon the others prayers, it they make uſe, 
(as infallibly they will if they were and continue to be really {ollicicous to 
get out of that ſtate) they ſhall undoubtedly [ive eternally. 

The practice of which doctrine of Saint Iobns thus explayned, you ſhall ſee 
- every wire in the Rories of, or canons for the pznitents, where they thar 
for any ſinne of Ecelcfiaſticail cognizance were excommunicated, did return 
to the peace of the Church, (an image of the peace of (od) by ſeverall de- 
grees, of which the firſt was, to ſtay and oft Iye without the Church doores, 
and in the portch at houres of prayer ; and defire thoſe that retained the 
honour of being accounted f:ithfull and (@ had liberty to go intothe Church, 
to pray to Gud for them. Which as the ſecure ſupine negligent impenirent 
was not likely to doe, ſo was he not to experhe Lc of in, nor the Chri- 
ftian brother obliged to pray for him, though yet by Saint Tobns['s afeu ixui- 
yer Ab I ſay not of thator concerning that ſtate of finne that he ſhall pray] 
I am not convinced that it were unlas full ſe ro doe. . 


By all this thus ſer and bounded with its due limitations, the truth of my 
cight Prepoſicion will appeare, otthe unreconcileablenefle of ſuch preſump- 
tuous as of ſuch branded finnes unretrafted with a regenerate eſtate or good 
Conſcience, as being indeed quire contrary to cyery part and branch of the 
premiſcd ground of a gvod Conſcience. 


To 
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To which all that I ſhall adde is onely this, that he that renders bur the 
comforts of this life, j. e,of a Good Conſcience, will be ſure neyer to commir 
deliberately and preſumpruouſly, or having by ſurreption fallen,ncver tolye 
downe or continue one minuit unhumbled unreformed in any ſuch finne, on 
which that dircfull fate is by Chriſt or his Apoſtles inſcribed [thall nor inhe- 
rit the Kingdome of heaven] where > as I ſhall not affirme that none ſhall 
ſubje& us corhar danger burthoſe which are there ſpeciticd, \ for there is ad- 
ded and ſuch like,and other fins there may be commuted witn the like delibe- 
ration and preſumption and ſo as contrary to Conſcience) ſo ſhall I net ſay 
thar all chat commit any one a of any of theſe wi.houtthat deliberation and 
preſumption, or that are preſenily by their own h-art ſmitren and broughe to 
repentance for them , ſhall incur thar danger ; for the words qgg'cry7y; and 
2wigyTys, the doers and commitrers of them ſignifie rhe deliberate committing 
and indulgent yeelding to them, contrary to which the uſe of ſurreprion ar 
the time and the inftant ſubſequent retraRation of them (by comrition, cor. 
felfion, forſaking ,and reinforcement of greater care and vigilance tor the tu- 
eure) will be ſure mcanes to deliver from that ge 

Whereto yet this caution muſt be annext which may paſle for 
A ninth Propoſitioi.Thatthe frequency or repetition of any ſucha&s after 
ſuch contricion and reſolution is an argument oi the unfincerity of that con- 
trition,of the deceavableneſlc of that pretended greater care , and fo a ſymp- 
rome of anill conſcience, as the ſpreading of the skall or leprofie after the 
Prieſts inſpe&tien is ſufficient ro pronounce the patient uncleane, Levit.rz, 
and as that diſeaſe in the relapſe may be morrtall which at firſt was nor. 
Other more particular niceties I confefle there are, the diſtinguiſhing of 
which might be uſefull for ſome mens ftates, and hel p diſabuſe them both 
out of an erroneous and a ſecure, yea and an over trembling conſcience. But . 
becauſe that which, would be thus proper to one,being laid down in common, 
or caſt into the lottery, might have the ill hap to be drawn by him-to whom 
it is not proper, '(as that pbyſick which would purge out a diſtemper from 
-Ohe,wil breed a weaknefle in another jand becauſe no wiſe man ever choughr 
fieto take lawes ow ofgeneralitics,l ſhallreſolve ratherto obey ſuch reaſons, 
and tv be directed by ſuch examples, not to deſcend to I, then to be 
in danger fuſt of tempting the Readers patience, rhen of interrupring his 
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Pray for w, for we truſt we have a good Conſcience, in all things wil- 
ling to live honeſtly. Heb. 13.18. 
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